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AN APOLOGY

History is a record of past events. Events are realities. Writings of the future are not history. They are
either speculation, guesses, or prophecies. History should
state events as they were, for real history is truth, not
fictidn. In order that it may be of value to readers, it
should depict occurrences as they were and not color them
to suit the fancy of the writer. One of the great virtues of
Biblical history is, that it sets forth the weaknesses and
frivolities, as well as the virtues of the great Biblical
characters, in order that mankind might profit by the
story of these persons.
With these facts in mind, we have undertaken to relate in this history some facts concerning School District
No. 50.
In it will be found the names of the organizers of the
district; its teachers; the names, so far as ascertainable of
the pupils who attended the school and of their parents,
if known; and a story of some incidents of school life.
Because of the fact that there have been four churches within the limits of the district (there are but two now)
and of the enlightening, educational and uplifting spiritual influence these churches have had and now have upon
the people within the district, as well as upon many persons beyond its limits, we have grouped separately, the
names of the pastors of these churches, who lived within
the district; the names of their children; the period and
dates of the pastorate of these respective pastors, and
have related some incidents of these churches.
The history of School District No. 50 is quite typical
of the history of other rural districts, organized in the
early days of Nebraska.
We have not assumed to write this history because of
any vain belief that the author is especially qualified for
the task, but rather, for other, and to us, more impelling
reasons, such as:
A belief that the story of School District No. 50 of
Richardson County, Nebraska should some time be written, and be available to persons interested in its early history; that if it is not now written, it may never be written;
because of a love for the district and of pleasant recollections of the pupils who attended school in it when we and
other members of the family attended; because of our respect for the teachers, the various members of the school
board and the neighbors; because of the flood of pleasant
recollections connected with our school days; for the reason that we personally knew a few of the first and many
-1 -
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of the later teachers of the distrfct, and now know a few ~
elderly men and women who attended school in the very
earliest days of the district who have been able and kfod
enough to furnish some data, not known to the later generations; and finally, "because there is available to us,. only,
a record of the early history of the district, written by our
father, Mr. Jerome Wiltse, one of the organizers of the
district, and who personally supervised the building of its.
first school house and lived within its limits from September, 1861 to October, 1905.
If, perchance, this history shall afford any pleasure to
and is of any interest to the former pupils, or residents of
the district, and to friends of the school, or to some persons who may read it, we shall feel well repaid for our
labor in preparing iL
THE AUTHOR
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CHAPTER I
Early Days, Early Settlers,
Modes of Travel.

At the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 Nebraska
was a territory. Its population numbered fewer 'than three
thousand pers~ms. Mos~ of_ the territory was unpopulated.
Only _an occasional I:abitat10n dotted its prairies. Occasionally, _m some nook, m or near the timber and a spring of
r1:1nm1;1g water, or by a creek or river, a lonely settler, with
his wife and children, was found.
The hillsides, the valleys and the plains were carpeted with luscious grasses.
The streams were skirted with various kinds of timber, such as "'.ater elm, red or slippery elm, hackberry,
basswood ~r lmn, shell bark ?ickory, bitternut, black oak,
bur oak, pm or post oak, wild cherry, mulberry, willow,
cottonwood, ash, box elder, soft maple, black walnut, dogwoo?, red bud, t~orned locust and paw paw. Wild mulberr~es, strawbernes,. black berries, raspberries, elderberries, ch?ke cherries, goose berries, plums and grapes
were plentiful along the streams.
Hazel br_ush bordered the timber in many places.
Hazel nuts, hickory nuts, black walnuts and acorns provided the early set~lers and ~heir children with a variety of
nuts for long wmter evenings.
Wild hops, in general use by housewives in making
yeas~ for wheat bread and buckwheat cakes; bittersweet
b~rries for ornamental purposes and for use in making
<;nntment and the vines for arbors; and the dreaded poison
1vy were common.
. There was an abundance of fragrant prairie flowers
wild roses, sweet williams, johnny jump-ups, mandrake~
or may apples.
. The rive:5, streams and lakes abounded with various
·kmds of catfish, some buffalo, pickerel, minnows. German
carp, _now so abundant, had not been introduced into
American waters.
, Wild d~er, antelope, squirrels, rabbits, raccoons,
o possum,. mmk, mu~½rats,. ,vild geese, ducks, cranes, turkeys, quails and prairie chickens furnished wild game and
sport for hunters.
T~e lar$'e herds of buffalo, once so common on Nebraska ~ P;airies, ha d vanished under the deadly aim of
the In_dian s bow and arrow, and of the pioneer's musket
and rifl e.
Fur mittens, gloves, caps coats and robes afforded
protection and comfort to mo~t settlers during winter
-
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months. There was scarc_ely a youngster, in early days,
who did not sleep under a feather mattress. Some slept
under one for a cover and upon another as a mattress.
Who cared for cold then.
Very few gardens or fields had been broken out for
cultivation. Osage orange hedge, barb wire and woven
wire for fencing purposes were not known. Such plots as
were enclosed were fenced with "stake and rider" fences
made of rails, or plain rail, or board fences.
,
Pasture was free and luscious. Livestock roamed at
will upon the prairies. It was a common evening chore for
.barefoot boys and girls to start out near evening, accompanied by a pet dog, or dogs in search for their parent's
cattle. This search often led them several miles from home.
Iii most herds there was a "bell cow," whose almost constant tinkling bell helped to betray their hiding place.
Mothers often waited anxiously at their doors as darkness
·s ettled upon the earth, for lhe return of their children with
_the family he.r d of milk cows and stock cattle. Often the
firstindicatioii of their return, was the tinkling of the cow
bell, ·or the barking of the dogs, or the familiar shout "Hie,
hie; hie up here" by the children at the lazy cattle.
-. There were no graded roads. Section line highways
were not then laid out. Travelers wended their way across
the prairie in the most convenient direction, or by following some territorial or prairie road to · their destination.
Streams were unbridged and were crossed either on ferrv
boats; or by fording, 9n horseback . . or swimming. Spring.
wagons, excepting in rar_e instances, were · not ·. to
be had. Top buggies, and carriages were not known. The
. pioneers traveled afoot, horseback, or by lumber wagon,
_d rawn by horses or by oxen. Horses were too costly for
many of the early, settlers to own or to purchase, and were
too easily stolen and ridden away, to be safe property to
own. Therefore - oxen, and even mixed ox and cow teams
were often substituted for horse teams in going to and
from market, hauling loads, breaking prairie and cultivating crops. Some farmers drove their cattle and hogs as far
as thirty-five miles, to the .packing house at Arago, for a
market.
·
·
There were very few saw mills and no planing mills
in the country. All finished lumber was hand planed. Lumber had to be hauled from some distant river town. Many
settlers hauled the-lumber used in building their cabins, or
· modest houses as far as sixty to seventy-five miles with
horse or ox teams. Very few had money. Pork, beef, butter
and eggs, and even much of their grain was "traded" or
"exchanged '. ' for groceri es, yarn, calico, cotton goods,
-
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broadcloth _and other goods to be made up by the wife and
daughters mto socks, st?ckings, .k. _shirts, dresses, skirts,
trousers, coats, vests, mitten~, waistlets, scarfs and other
g~rments needed by the family. Most pioneers were adept
with the ::i,x_ and the saw and with the adz, the broad ax
and_ the rivmg ax. Trees were felled and cut into logs of
desired_ len~th and hewed, notched, dove tailed, mortised
and r:3-ised mto place to form the walls of, and to enclose
a cabm home.
Mar:y of t~-iese cabins were covered with earthen roofs,
others with shmgles, several inches in width and from two
to three ~eet in len_gth, _rived out of oak logs, then quite
common m ~he native hmber. Fireplaces instead of box
stoves were m common use in cooking and to warm the
h_ousehold. Oth~r settlers lived in dugouts and shanties until able to provide more luxurient dwelling places.
. Snobbishness was unknown. A spirit of hospitality prevailed. A weary traveler, or newcomer was welcome to
stop at almo~t any pioneer home, anywhere, at any time
of day, an_d if hungry, the good housewives always cheerf~lly p~ovided fo~d. No one left a pioneer's home at meal
time. with<;mt havmg eaten or having been invited to eat.
At mght time a bed, even if necessity required some member of the family to lie on a bed made on the floor could
always be had by such guest.
'
' ·
_Men a~d ':omen of timid character were not suited
to pi_oneer hfe m Nebraska. H::n·dihood and courage were
required to endure life in this new country in war times
surrounded as it was by India11s "Bush-Whackers" "Jay
Haw_kers,:: "Knights of the _Golden Circles," "Reb~l Sympathizers and other law violators. The "criminal code"
!n Nebraska '.ferritory had been repealed by the territor1~1. asse11:bly m 1856. _Law then became a question of good
ci~i~enship and ~onscience or of might, as administered by
Vigilance C?mmittees. Hangings, whippings, shootings and
even drownmgs m_a~e up a part of the story of law enforcement as admmistered by the Vigilance Committees in
Nebraska's territorial days.
When the war ended, a semblance of law and order
was esta?lished. Ex_-veterans, as well as other settlers, began seekmg homes m Nebraska and eastern Nebraska soon ·
became a hive of industry.
. Fields of prairie were broken out and the fertile soil
yielded abundant crops of potatoes, rye, oats, wheat, corn .
hay and garden products. By 1867, the population had inc~eased to such numbers that Nebraska territory was eligi~le to b~ and was admitted into the sisterhood of states.
With the mcrease of population and in the number of
homes, there came school teachers and ministers of the
-5-
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Gospel. Religious services were held, churches erected and·
schools established; Even if it were the only book in . the
home, every home had a Bi?le, and the middle-west was
known . as the land of the Bible.
Travel was difficult and slow. No railroad lines extended into the territory. An occasional steamboat worked
.its way between sand bars and river snags, up and down
the Missouri river from its mouth to as far north as Omaha.
There were but few crossings, of the Missouri River, north
of St. Joseph, Missouri. These were by ferry boats. Some
early settlers came afoot, some on horseback, and some
by covered .wagons, drawn by horses or oxen.
Often several friends or families came together. Settlements or colonies of persons of the same nationality, or
the same religious affiliation, or from the same communities were frequently established. Thus there were settlements of Americans, or "Down East Yankees," French,
Irish, Bohemians, Swedes, Germans, "Ohio Dutch," "Penn~
sylvania Dutch," ·and other nationalities, and of Protestants and Catholics.
' , In some neighborhoods several -languages were spokrn. A person in business who could speak another langua;e
besides English had quite an advantage over his rival who
could speak but one, and preference was given to those
persons seeking employment in business who could speak
more than one language.
, The following account illustrates the manner of travel and establi::hment of homes by early settlers of Eastern Nebraska and within School District No. 50:
On Decemb er 12, 1859 Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Wiltse
left Bowmansville, New York by train for the state of
Wisconsin, hoping to buy land and establish a home there.
They took with them their team of horses, a spring wagon ,
a lumber wagon, a bureau, some bedding, a sheep and
some other necessities.
.
They went by train through Canada to Detroit, Michigan, thence across southern Michigan to Grand Haven ,
thence they crossed Lake Michigan from Grand Haven . to
Milwaukee in a steamer.
The next morning they started over land with their
team and spring wagon and their belongings on their jour-·
nev to Mr. Wiltse's brother, Jackson, about 20 miles west
of°Milwatikee and arrived there on December 16th.
They liv~d 1in Wisconsin until May, 1861 at which
time they left Wisconsin with their first born child, Carlos,
who was about nine months old, with part of their belongings in their spring wagon, covered with sail cloth, for the
state of Kansas, hoping to buy land, and locate there on
the Dela.w are Indian Reservation.

This journey led them by the way of Janesville Galona, Dubuque, Cedar Rapids, Des Moines, Nebraska' City
Brownville, Falls City, Highland, Troy, Leavenworth, th~
Delaware Reservation to the Kaw River near Lawrence
Kansas. Upon arriving there, they learned that the reser~
vation was not open for settlement. They then returned by
way o~ th e ferry at Stranger Creek, Atchison, Elwood, Troy
and Highland, Kansas to Falls City, Nebraska.
Th_e road over the prairie was rough, and the shaking
of the Jug, so constant, that often when the cork was rem?ved from _the j~g in which they carried a supply of sweet
milk , to their d~hght, they fo_und a lump of delicious, yellow butter floatmg on the nulk in the jug.
. Twenty-five to thirty miles a day, over the rough
prame, was a g~od day's travel. They slept in their covere d wagon at night and cooked their meals on a little
stove they had with them. Mr. Wiltse was a good shot and
with his gun provided wild game for their needs. When
possible, they camped near a stream of water and timber,
where water and fuel could be had. The horses were lariated near _the wagon or stream, so that they might be watered handily, and could graze on the luscious prairie
grasses.
Upon their return to Nebraska, Mr. Wiltse contracted
for and later bought, at a guardian sale of a half-breed Indian for $500.00, 160 acres of land described as the N½ of
the S 1/2 of Section 3, Township 1, North, Range 17, East of
the_ 6th Principal Meridian (now in Jefferson Township).
This land was unbroken, unimproved, prairie land.
Here they decided to settle and near a spring of pure
wa~er, at the edge of th e timber, built a log cabin. The
cabm was 16 ft. x 24 ft., with a window at each end below,
one at one end above, and a door in the middle , on the
sou_th side. There was a floor below, and one above and a
stairway to the second floor, but there were no partitions.
They lived in this cabin for several vears and in it
their n ext four children were born. The si~ oth~r children
were born in t~ e frame house, first occupied November 7,
1867. The family was reared on this farm, and Mr. and
Mrs. Wiltse continued to resid e upon it until 1905 when
they retired to Falls City, Nebraska.
'
Paul Augustine and family came from Arkansas in
1863, accom~a:1ied by_ Mrs. Vondron, Phillip, Elizabeth
and Mary, dnvmg a mixed team of oxen and cows, hitched
to a lumber wagon and to a cart, the latter being made b v
using the hind wheels of a wagon.
·
William Heater and wife, with their three sons and
several daughters, came from Ohio in 1864 by train to the
end of the lin e of railroad, east of the ~1issouri River, then
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by boat and over the Prairie to Nebraska. Mr. Heater was
well to do. He bought a section or more of land within the
district and surrounded himself with his family and relatives by marriage. He and his relatives later became very
influential in school affairs for several years, and later
moved away. ·
Felix Kitch, one of the earliest settlers within original
School District No. 2, first lived on the SE¼ of Section 1,
Township 1, North, Range 17, East of . the 6th Principal
Meridian. To provide shelter for himself and family he
purchased a house in the fast disappearing village of
Yankton, situated about three miles above Rulo on the
west bank of the Missouri River. It was loaded on two long
sleighs and with eight yokes of oxen, was hauled to this
land and used as a residence until 1865, when he moved
onto the NW¼ of Section 10, Township 1, North, Range
17, East of the 6th Principal Meridian. Here he and his
family lived for quite a number of years in a building 10
ft. x 12 ft. made of cottonwood lumber, in the rough, set
upright and battened and covered with wooden shingles.
In it several of his children were born.
In the fall of 1866, Mr. Karl Frederick Daeschner and
his son, Henry, then 13 years of age, Peter Boltz, Henry
Rieger, Dan Rieger and Jacob Rieger left the state of Illinois and chartered a car to St. Joseph, Missouri. They
ioaded the freight car with several teams of horses, several sets of harnesses, a wagon, some farm implements,
some tools and some household goods. Upon arriving at St.
Joseph, Missouri Mr. Henry Rieger bought a new lumber
wagon and other articles likely to be needed in a new
country. His and Mr. Daeschner's wagons were then loaded with tools, implements, and household goods, and were
dra Wl_l overland from St. Joseph, Missouri to the William
Meyers farm in Section. 3, Township 1, Range 17, East of
the 6th Principal Meridian, a little over a half mile east
of where the Evangelical 'Church now stands. These people spent the winter in Nebraska and when weather permitted, busied themselves in preparing homes for their
families.
In the spring of 1867 Mrs. Susannah Daeschner, with
her eleven other children, came to join her husband and
son, Henry, to make her home in Nebraska. Six more children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Daeschner in Nebraska.
Fourteen of these eighteen children grew to maturity.
In the district to the east (District No. 51) there once
was a family of nineteen children. It is little wonder that
the enrollment of pupils in District No. 50 at times ran as
high as 55 pupils or more, and in District No. 51 to as
many as 96; or that sometimes three or four children were

crowded into one seat.
.
As the population and riumber of growing children
increased, the demand for schools, and churches became
more urgent, and steps were taken to provide for these
needs.
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CHAPTER II
Organization of School District. Its Division. New Building. Early Officers. Text Books Used.

In the spring of 1865, the residents of Sections 27, 26,
25, 34, 35, and 36 of Township 2, North, Range 17, East
of the 6th Principal Meridian and of Sections 29, 30, 31,
and 32 of Township 2, North, Range 18, East, and of Sections 1, 2, and 3 of Township 1, North, Range 17, East and
of Sections 5 and 6 of Township 1, North, Range 18, East
of the 6th Principal Meridian met at the home of Thomas
Harpster, living on the W 112 of the NW¼, Section 1,
Township 1, North, Range 17, East of the 6th Principal
Meridian, now owned by Albert J. Hartman, and petitioned Mr. William H. Mann, County Clerk, and . acting
Superintendent of Schools, to organize the above numbered sections of land into a school district. This he did, designating it as School District No. 2.
Sections 29, 30 and 32 of Township
2, North of
Range 18, East and Section 5, of Township 1, North, Range
18, East, bordered on the west bank of the Missouri River
and were fractional sections. As then organized the district was three miles wide, no~h and south, and five miles
long, east and west, with an area of about 14 square miles.
After organizing the district, Mr. William H. Mann,
County Clerk and acting Superintendent of Schools, appointed:
Charles Montgomery, Director; Thomas Harpster,
Treasurer; and Paul Augustine, Moderator of the district.
The site chosen for the erection of the school house
was near the west line of Section 36, Township 2, North,
being a mile east and three-fourths of a mile north of the
site of the school house in District No. 50. (Map I)
In the summer and fall of 1865, the residents of the
district cut cotton wood trees on the Missouri River bottom for logs, hewed them, and hauled them to the site for
the school house. T'hey partly erected a log building for
school purposes, but before it was completed, dissatisfaction arose among many of the residents who thought t}, ~
district too large, and the ·distance too far for children
to walk to and from school.
Upon petition of the voters in May, 1866, a special
school meeting was called for the purpose of voting upon
the question of dividing the district. The moderator, forgetting to vote, the vote cast on the question of division
was a tie, and the effort failed.
The following winter, a petition of some of the resi-
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Map I
dents of the , district was presented to the county superintendent requesting him to divide the district.into two districts, the line dividing the, district to run north . and south
b_etween Sections 1 and 2 in Township l, and between Section~ 35. and 36 .ana Sections 25 and 26. in Township 2,
leavmg m School District .No. 2 the west six sections and
setting off to the ·district on the east, all of the land' eastward to the Missouri River, consisting 6f six whole sections
aI.1d of three fractional · sections bordering the Missouri
~1.ver. The district was divided as requested and thus, or1gmal School District No. 2 never functioned. The partially ·
e~ec~ed cottonwood log school was left to be·.used by the
district to the east: · · · ·
· ;
.
·
. On February 13, 1868, William H. Manri, County
Clerk and ?ctihg Superintendent of Schools, appointed
,J.erqp1e Wilts~; Dif~ctor i Frederick Wachter, Moderator;
arto. W,illiam·:Hea'ter, Treas't irer of th~ -,vest' district later
kno_w n as _District No. 50. . . .. .
"' . '
-• The~e ~ en constituted the first school board of the
dis1:rict after its division and let the contraGt for and supervised the_ building of the first school .house . within bis-11-
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trict No. 50.
Upon the petition of Paul Augustine, Louis Nolte,
Henry Frederick and Eli Sevwa, a special school meeting
was called and held Saturday, May 30, 1868 to select a
site for a school building. By a vote of 11 to 5, the site
chosen was in the southwest corner of Section 35, Township 2 (Arago Precinct), North, Range 17, East of the 6th
Principal Meridian. This site contained one-half acre of
land to which William Heater gave the district a ninetynine year lease, for school purposes.
At the annual school meeting, held May 30, 1868, a
tax was voted to raise the sum of $250.00 to be applied on
the costs of constructing and equipping the school house.
The contract was let to Paul Augustine, for the building
of a school house 20 feet by 26 feet, at a cost of $650.00,
to be completed by Sept.ember 1, 1868. Before the ~rnilding had been completed, it was blown down by a v10lent
wind storm and the time to finish its constrnction was .extended a mbnth, by the director of the school district.
This house was built of partly seasoned, unplaned,
rough, native lumber, mostly cottonwood. The flooring
and siding dried and warped badly. Wide cracks developed between the cottonwood boards in the flooring,
permitting cold air from below to enter between them.
Knots fell out of the flooring, in places. Children at the
extreme ends of the room often shivered with cold, while
those near the stove nearly "cooked." One teacher in particular had a custom on cold days of sitting near the lari,r<',
box stove, with his boots upon a bench, in order that he
might be comfortable, while the pupils in the remote parts
of the room shivered in their seats.
An elderly man, now living, who attended school in
that building, in describing it, says: "The old school house
was built of native lumber throughout, benches, desks and
all. There were no blinds on the windows when I attended.
The floor had shrunk until the cracks between the boards
were one-half inch wide. There was a hole in the stone
foundation so large that I often crawled through it under
the buildi~g and picked up pieces of slate pencils which
had fallen through the cracks between the boards in the
floor, so that I would have something to trade with the
other boys." Another former pupil says there was a large
knot hole in the floor by the desk where he sat.
There were two blackboards in the front end of the
school room one on each side of the doorway. They were
not .of slate,' such as are now used, but were made of wide.
· planed boards, painted coal black. Old cloths or rags were
used for erasers.
Shortly after the appointment of the members of the
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board, the time for holding the annual school meeting was
changed from the month of October to April. Some dissatisfaction, had arisen over the extension of the time, for
a month, for the erection of the school ho4se.
The first officers having been appointed to hold office, only until the next regular school meeting, their offices had to be filled by election at the next regular school
meeting.
At this meeting, held on April 5, 1869, Christopher
Kaiser . was elected Director for one year; Henry Beachel,
Moderator for two years; and William Heater, Treasurer
for three years. A tax of $50.00 was voted for school purposes. Whether this $50.00 was to be used in payment of
teacher's salary, or for other purposes, or was all that was
raised by taxation for that year, is not known.
Prior to 1869, the school districts of the county were
numbered as the road districts were numbered, that is:
. By beginning at the northeast corner of the township ,
thence going west, thence south. thence east.
In the year 1869, under the superintendency of F. M.
-13 -
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Map III

Map V

Williams, County Superintendent, the school districts were
renumbered. beginning at the northeast corner of . the
county, designating the corner district No. 1, g9ing thence
west along the north tier of school districts to th_e west
line of the county, thence east and west alternately to the
southeast corner of the county. In referring to the districts
. aftel'.'. they were renumbered, the old and new numbers of
,the districts were both given until the people became ·
familiar with the new numbers and the old were then discontinued.
August 10, 1869, F. M. Williams, County Superintendent from Salem, Nebraska, then the county seat, wrote Mr.
Christopher Kaiser, Director, ''that the School District No.
2 in Rulo and Arago Precinct would thereafter be known
· as School District No. 50, Richardson County." ·
On February 16, 1870, W. W. Abbey, the next County
Superintendent, annexed the East half of Sections .28 and
33, Township 2, North; Range 17, and the East half of
Section 4, Township 1, North, Range 17, East of the 6th
Principal Meridian to District 50. (Map II)

At the annual school meeting held April 4, 1870,
Frederick Wachter was elected director of the district to
succeed Christopher Kaiser.

......:_ 14 -

On May 30, 1870 a special school meeting was called
to_ make provision for the payment of the debts of the district. The electors :voted to levy a tax of $100.00 for the
purpose of completmg payment for the school house .
.
On June 27, 1871, County Superintendent F. M. Willu:ms from Sa~e~, Nebraska, notified Frederick Wachter,
Dire~tor of D~strict No. 50, that "said district is made to
• consist of S~chons 26, 27, 34, 35, the El12 of 33, the E½ of .
28, Township 2, Range 17, and 2, 3, the E ½ · of 4 and the
NW¼ of Section 10, Township 1, Range 17." (M;p Ill)
. The law permitting, transfer of land from one district
to another i_~ now quite lib eral, and transfers . have been
made from time to time in the boundary of District No. 50
to accommodate the patrons of the school.
. ·. · School pistrict No. 50 now (in 194 1) embraces within
its boundaries, the following lands:
.·
· · Section 26 r Section 27, except .the N ½. of the 1".lW 1/ 1 :
-

15. ~ -

)
the El/:! of Section 33; Section 34 and 35, in Township 2,
North; and Section 2, 3, and the EJ;;i of Section 4 and the
NW¼ of Section 10, Township 1, North, all in Range 17,
East of the 6th Principal Meridian, comprising 4560 acres
or 7 and 1-8 sections. ( Map V)
On April 5, 1871, John R. Smith was chosen moderator to succeed Henry Beachel.
April 1, 1872, John Bauman was elected treasurer to
succeed William Heater. He resigned before the end of
his term, and on November 15, 1873 William Heater was
appointed to fill Mr. Bauman's unexpired term.
April 7, 1873, Samuel Arnold was chosen director to
succeed Frederick Wachter. At this school meeting a resolution was passed forbidding the use of any other than
McGuffy's text books in the school.
April 6, 187 4, George Bindle was elected Moderator.
April 5, 1875, Felix Kitch was elected Treasurer.
April 3, 1876, Hiram Spencer was elected Director.
April · 2, ,1877, Christopher Kaiser was elected Moderator. At this school meeting it was resolved: "That the
textbooks to be used in the school should consist of McGuffy's Series of Readers, Goodrich's History, Harvey's
Grammar, Guyot's Geography, Webster's Common Dictionary, and Ray's Arithmetic, Harvey's Grammar, McGuffy's Reader, Ray's Arithmetic, Webster's Dictionary
and Guyot's Geography remained for many years as textbooks in the school.
'
, . The school board was given discretionary ·powers regarding the use of other books in the schooL
, · · 1t was ' also ·resolved that parents whose children did
damage to property of the district should be required to
repair it . . .
April 1, 1878, August Matthes was elected District
Treasurer.
January 23, 1879, Felix Kitch was appointed to succeed Hiram Spencer, who had resigned.
April 7, 1879, George Bindel was chosen director. He
knew very little English and could write less. For the first
year he kept the records of the school district in the German language. ·
April 5, 1880, Jacob Daeschner was elected Moderator. Mr. Bindel, probably because of criticism of his keeping the records of an English school in the German .language, resigned. Freeman Heater was elected to fill the
vacancy.
·
April 4, 1881, Samu el Arnold was elected Treasurer.
He resigned on January 25, 1882. August Matthes was
appointed to succeed him.
April 3, 1882, August Matthes was elected school
-16-
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treasurer to fill the unexpired term to which he had been
appointed.
April 2, 1883, Hiram Spencer was elected Moderator.
At this annual meet ing the electors voted that WebsterFranklin Readers, Mc Vicar's Arithmetics, Warren's Spellers, Campbell's History and Elworth's copy-books should
be adopted as text books for the following school year.
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CHAPTER III
School House Burned. Struggle Within District.
Building. Other Officers. Daily Program.
Text Books Used.

New

Late Sunday night, January 19, 1884, the school house
and the text books in it burned. The fact that there had
recently been trouble in the district about the questionable
moral conduct of two pupils which led to their expulsion
from the school and the fact that the school house burned
late on Sunday night, aroused suspicion of the cause of
the fire, but no arrests were made.
One of the first moves upon the part of the patrons
of the school, after the burning of the school house, was
the calling, by petition, of several special school meetings,
by persons who favored a division of the district, all of
which failed in their purpose.
After · the question of the division of the district was
disposed of, moves were made to change the location of
the school house. This question was also bitterly contested
and these efforts, likewise, were unsuccessful. Much bitter .
feeling was aroused by these struggles and it died out very
slowly.
With this question out of the way, the question of enlarging the school ground arose. A school ground of one.half acre was too small for suitable playground, and
caused the children to trespass upon the adjoining land of
the neighbors in order to have suitable places to play.
At a special meeting on May 5, 1885, the electors voted favorably on the matter of enlarging the grounds. One
and a half acres of land in the southwest corner of Section
35, Township 1, North, Range 17, East of the 6th Principay Meridian was purchased from Freeman Heater for
school purposes for $50.00.
In the latter part of 1884, a contract was let to Mr.
Paul Augustine, for the erection of a school house, 26 feet
by 36 feet by 12 feet, somewhat larger than the former
building. The new building was erected a few rods north
and east of where the other building stood. This was a
. very satisfactory building, and well constructed.
There were two doorways in the front end of the
building, one for the boys and one for the girls. Back of
one door was the boy's hallway, and back of the other, a
similar room for the girls. A doorway led from each of
these hallways into the school room. To the left of the boy's
hallway, there was a room for their coats, mittens, and
dinner pails. To the right of the girl's hallway, there was
a similar room for like use by the girls.
-18-

T~e _contract was let for const ructing and equipping
the b_m l_d mg at a cos~ ?f $650.00. This building still stands
and is m good condition. It is one of the oldest rural ·
~chool ~ouses in Nebraska. Some changes have been mad .
m the size and arrangement of lhe desks. A roof ha8 been
erected over the entrance way. A parlor, or indoor furna~e has been substitut ed for the old box stove on top of
which was a drum. The teacher 's elevated platform has
been removed. J:Ieavy wire screening and window shades
h~ve been substituted for the old style blinds or shutters.
T~e two front doors have been r emoved and one door substitute~ as an entrance. The partition between the bov's
and girl's entrance rooms remains, but the partitions between the two rooms of the boys and the partition between
the two rooms of the girls have been r emoved.
For the most part, individua l and ~maller desks have
been substituted for the desks fir.:,t installed.
. The first desks were so , constructed as to seat two
pupils. They had hinged, movab le leaves that could be
closed over the books, raised so as to make a shelf or rest
fo: arms and books, and to a perp endicular position. When
rais~d to ai:i uprig1:t position, the leaves made a good shield
behmd which pupils could engage in mischief.
When the writer attended this school, no trees d ecorated the grounds or afforded shade to the children.
Later, a _teacher, possessed of a love for his dist rict and for
trees, with the help of the pupils then attending beautified
the sc~ool yard by setting a row of trees on th~ south and
west sides of the grounds. Although more than forty years
have passed since these trees wer e planted, they still stand
as temples of comfort and bea uty.
D_ue to the burning of th e first school house and the
~elay m_ er~cting a new building, there was no school withm the district from January 19, 1884 until October 5, 1885.
ror aboyt one and a half years. the pupils ' were without
mstruction excepting such as was given by their parents.
N~lson Daughters was the f irst teacher· employed to
teach m t_h e _newly erected school house. He taught the
term, begmnmg October 5, 1885 and ending· November 18
1885.
.
'
At the annu~l s~hool meeting held April 8, 1886 the
electors of t_he d1s,trict v?ted _to substitute Guyot's Geograp~y for Mitchell s, Rays Arithmet ic for Mc Vicar's. Harveys Grammar was adopted as the tex:t' book . on grammar.
. Ii: the year 1886, pursuant to a petition from the districts mterested, the N ½ of the NW ¼ of Section 27 and
the N ½ of the NE ¼ of Section 28, both in Town 2,
North, Range 17, East of the 6th Pr incipal· Meridian were
set over to the adjoining district on the riorth. (Map IV)
-
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Map IV
In 1886, Messrs. Kitch, Spencer and Davis, as members of the school board, purchased, at a cost of $40.00, a
physiological chart called the "Human Chart." For n~a~ly
a quarter of a century it was used by the teachers_m instructing their classes in physiology, _and as t\~he h~~~f~
fects of alcoholic drinks and narcotics upon
e
system.
t'
f th of
Serious dissension arose over the ques ion. o t ehav:
ficers purchasing such a chart at such a cost, w1th~u t·
ing been authorized to do s~ by the taxphayers.a~c ofc
was considered an abuse of power on t e P
school board, and an extravagance, and su~h purchase was
thought unnecessary.
}.
d ·
Owing to such objection and th_e fee \m~ so ar?use '
the members of the board were reqmredh trto g1vf}th1r
· 1 te for the amount due for the c a un 1
e
~~~ao/~hether the district should pay for it waJ ;ettled.
Three ears afterward, by a vote of 1 7 yeas an
nays,
the pafrons of the school authorized the school board to
borrow $40.00 and to pay for the chart.
,
In April 1887, McGuffy's Speller, Barnes Histories

:h~

~:t

-

and Steeles' Physiologies were adopted as text-books for
the school.
April 2, 1888, at the annual meeting, the electors voted that the following text-books be used in the school:
Ray's Arithmetic, Harvey's Grammar, Guyot's Geography,
Elworth's copy-book, Webster-Franklin's Readers, McGuffy's Speller, Steeles' Physiology and Barnes' Histories.
April 1, 1889, at the school meeting, the patrons voted to have eight months of school; to buy six cords of wood
from the lowest bidder for the year's fuel, and that the
hours taught should be regulated by sun time instead of
"railroad time." The forenoon and afternoon recesses were
to be of ten minutes each. The noon intermission was to be
of one hour duration. Boys and girls were to play separately. This reform was short lived. The desire of children of both sexes to join in games and in play, then. as
always, was a part of human nature, and could not thus
be regulated.
In 1891, the legislature passed a law requiring school
districts to furnish text-books for the school. Parents were
still required to provide slates, slate pencils, lead pencils,
and pens and ink for their children. The furnishing of
text-books by the district is quite a modern idea and is
helpful to hard pressed parents. It pleased the teachers,
and provided the school with uniform text-books and a
better supply of other equipm ent. Previous to this time,
some pupils did not have the books they needed. Even
readers by various authors were used.
In 1892, The Modern Speller, Goff's Arithmetic and
Reed and Kellogg's Grammar for diagramming, Miss
Hyde's Lessons in English, Swinton's Geographies, Scuddard's History and Bryant and Stratton's Bookkeeping
were designated as text-books to be used.
In 1890, Townsend's Civics was added as a text-book
on civil government.
In 1892, as in several preceding years, the school year
was divided into three terms, a fall term of two months, a
winter term of four months, and a spring or summer term
of two months.
In the early days of the district, only men teachers
were employed. Later, women teachers were sometimes
employed for the fall and spring terms, as they would
teach for a lower salary than men, and owing partly to the
fact that most boys and girls large enough ·to 'help their
parents with farm and housework did not attend school at
these periods of the year.
Men teachers were preferred for the winter term, as
they were supposed to be better disciplinarians and better
able to manage and discipline, if necessary, the "big" boys

·20 -
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nd girls, who generally attended only the winter term of
chool. As an example, in the summer of 1889, a woman
.pplicant, offered to teach the fall term of school for
:25.00 a month; a certain man for $30.00, and a Mr. John
t. Reed for $35.00. Mi:. Reed, because of his greater ex1erience, superior educational qualifications, and sup1osedly superior disciplinary qualific'ations was e_~ployed.
· Those were very busy days for teachers. Families were _
hen much larger than now. In 1901-1902 there was an enollment of 52 pupils in the school. It now is but 10 pupils.
n District No. 51 to the east 96 pupils were enrolled, now
here are 25.
None but younger · pupils . attended regularly
hroughout the school year. Beginners attended only in the
'all and spring terms and in fair weather in the winter.
.,arger boys and girls began attending after the corn was
1Usked, which was generally about the first of December
md "quit" about March 1st in time for spring work on the
·arm.
The term of school was gradually lengthened from
;hree or four .months a year in the early days of the dis[rict, to six months, then to eight months, and now it uni.,
1·ormly is nine months a year.
Rural schools were not graded then as they are now,
Dut mostly by the number of the reader in which the pupils
l~ead. In the earlier days classes in reading were divided
nto the First Reader, Second Reader, · Third Reader,
ourth Reader, Fifth Reader and sometimes there was a
, lass in the Sixth Reader. ;
.
·
.
In arithmetic advanced pupils were permitted to bein their few . week's school work at or near where it had
nded the previous year. An effort was made to accomodate all pupils so that during the short period of atendance at school they could advance advantageously.
hen a pupil had once or twice "gone through" the Fifth
eader, or Ray's Third Part Arithmetic, or White's or
off's Arithmetic, he was ready to "quit school." As an
,llustration: .
-. ·
.
There was a German, a grown man, who had recently
come from Germany and could neither speak, read nor
rite English. In his native land he had received instrucion in German, in the common branches. But he wished to
earn to read, write and speak English. He entered school
arly in the winter term and was . permitted to begin readng in the First Reader. He studied nothing else but spellng as taught in his readers and writing in English. By the .
l9se of the winter term, near the latter part of February,
e _had read through the First, Second, Third, Fourth and
. ifth Readers, and "quit school." He wa.s then considered
-
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fully prepared for life, and to eventually buy a farm, rear
a family and to become a good citizen of America. He was
going to ·be a farmer. What use had he, for English grammar? . That was for the teachers!
The view held by most of .1he pupils- c~ncerning educational training beyond the opportunities furnished by the
rural school is illustrated by the following incident:
..
A certain girl, about .18 years .of age, .who had about
"gone through" the books used in this district, was asked
by another pupil if she were "going to attend high schooJ
next year." Her rather sophisticated, and to many of the
other pupils amusing, answer was: "I am through with the
common branches now and I am going to begin to study
manners." She did so and soon was married.
Very few rural pupils attended · high school in those
days.
. ..
•. .
..
Mr. George W. Cornell, an early, resident and teacher
of this county, wrote the following very interesting account
of an early school and of early ~chool life, as he knew it
many ·years ago, .in Richardson County:
"The only opportunity the younger children had for
an education was what we were taught at home by our
fathers, who were splendid scholars, and able to teach us,
not only the common branches, but later on to aid us in the
higher branches, especially Mathematics and Natural
Philosophy. Our first education was taught us at the fireside by a light made of a twisted rag soaked in a saucer of
melted lard, called a :Dutch-candle. After a few settlers
had come into our neighborhood, father would teach a free
school for about three months -each winter in his own house
foi: .the ,benefit of his own family and the . neighboring
children. Then Uncle Charles Cornell would open up a free
school in his home for the same purpose, and he also was
a well educated man. This was the only opportunity for the
children of either of said families or of the neighborhood
to get any schooling for several years of frontier life."
"After that a school house was built and a teacher
employed by subscription."
"The teacher's salary was very small, so ··he had · to
move about from place to place, so he would .not have to
pay anthing for his board, and depended upon the voluntary gifts of the patrons for his remuneration for his serv~ces_. This continued until the introduction of the public
district school, supported by taxation. But it is surprising
how .children did learn in those days. They had no lead
pencils or tablets, and were fortunate to get hold of a slate
wjth l_l slate pencil._ When the owner of a slate got through
with it, he passed 1t to someone who did not own a slate .
When . a ,slate got broken, the pieces were used and kept
-
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11:55 to 12 :00--2nd and 3rd
3 :40 to 3 :45-lst Spelling.
Spelling.
3 :45 to 3 :50-2nd & 3rd Spelling .
12 :OO to 12 :05-4th and 5th
3:50to4:00--4th & 5th Spelling.
Spelling.
4:00 to 4:05-All drawing.
Noon Intermission of 1 hour.
School dismissed for day,"

r slate pencils. Finally blackboards came into use, with
.alk, which was used extensively in teaching mathemat;, as the teacher could teach a whole class at a time. We
Ld no graded schools, and each individual pupil had the
,portunity to advance just as rapidly as he could. That
ade many classes among a body of pupils of 50 or more,
1d the teacher really had strenuous work to perform to
it around to all of them, and that for a small wage. But
a rule the children were eager to learn and made won!rful progress in their books."
, One family in our district fortunately had an educatl father who took great interest in th~ educational welre of his children. He had night school in his home for
veral months in winter, and instructed them in reading,
elling, writing, mental and written arithmetic and Engh grammar. His children received special instruction in
lpitalization, parsing of words and in analyzing sen~ces and in punctuation. Their mother taught them, at
r knee, and in her lap, the letters of the alphabet and
spell simple words, and to read, and gave the family of
ne children some instruction in music.
This instruction was very helpful to the children later
preparing themselves for teaching in the public schools.
The average period for a recitation by a class in a
untry school ranged from five minutes for a spelling class
fifteen minutes for a class in English grammar. There
ere about twenty-eight to thirty recitations a day. Now
ere are only about half that number, and often only one
two pupils in a class.
The following is a program of District No. 50 as it
peared on the blackboard in the front end of the school
om nearly a half century ago:
"PROGRAM
Forenoon
: 50 to 9: 05-0pening exercises.
:05 to 9:15-lst Reader.
:15 to 9:30-U. S. History.
:30 to · 9:40-2nd Reader.
:40 to · 9 :55-3rd Reader.
:55 to 10:15-4th Reader.
:15 to 10:30--5th Reader.

Afternoon
1 :00 to .1: 10-lst Reader.
1: 10 to 1 :20--2nd Reader.
1: 20 to 1 : 30-3rd Reader.
1 :30 to 1 :45-4th Reader.
1 :45 to 2 :OO--Grammar.
2 :OO to 2: 15-Grammar.
2:15 to 2:30--Writing.

cess for 15 minutes.

Recess for 15 minutes.

:45 to 10:55-lst Reader.
:55 to 11:05-Numbers.
:05 to 11 :20--3rd Arithmetic.
:20 to 11 :3~4th Arithmetic.
:33 to 11 : 50-5th Arithmetic.
:50 to 11 :55-lst Spelling.

2:45 to 2:55-lst Reader.
2:55to3:05-lst & 2nd
Geography.
3 :05 to 3: 15-3rd Geography.
3:15 to 3:25-4th Geography.
3 :25 to 3 :40-5th Geography,
-
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These prog_rams were conscientiously fo_llowed, excepting
on some Friday afternoons when the pupils consented to do
without the afternoon recess so that they could be dismissed fifteen minutes earlier in the afternoon. Occasionally a Friday afternoon program was prepared. The child·ren rendered declamations, songs, and dialogues, spelled
down, ciphered down and were dismissed a few minutes
before 4 o'clock.
The pieces spoken, varieft from very simple lines to
ludricous or sublime. The title of some of the favorite declamations are:
Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star; Mary Had a Little
Lamb ; Five Little Kittens; The Pretty Chicken; The Wonderful One-hoss Shay; Independence Bell; Casibiansica or
The Boy Stood On The Burning Deck; Charge of the
Light Brigade; Curfew Shall Not Ring Tonight; Give Me
Three Grains of Corn Mother; Give Me Liberty or Give
Me Death; Robert Emmett's Justification; Webster's The
Union Now and Forever; Everett's Address of Welcome to
LaFayette.
Some programs were enlivened by some bright childhood sally. George M - - - was called upon for his
speech. He went forward, trembled, bowed and burst forth
with this gem, referring to a school mate named Kaiser:
· "Kaiser, Kaiser, won't you buy a dog, .
It will make good sausage meat
And will sell anywhere on Division Street.
Kaiser, Kaiser, won't you buy a dog?"
Of course, this made a hit with all the boys excepting
Kaiser.
·
One teacher, was classed by some pupils as an "old
maid.'' She was conscientious, hard working and a competent teacher but was sometimes impatient and crabbed .
A small youngster, who no doubt had been coached by an
elder brother, d_id ,his bit by rendering this selection:
"A monkey sat on the end
a rail, · ·
Picking his teeth with the end of his tail,
.Mulberry leaves and calico sleeves,
All old maids are hard to please."

of
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CHAPTER IV
Amusements. Recollections.
Childhood Pranks. Incidents.

School days then, like school days now, were h a ppy
days. Children were anxious for the term of school to begin and were anxious for it to close. The first and last days
were the happiest of the school year·.
The children, for recreation and amusement, indulged
in wrestling matches, running foot races, jumping, sliding,
coasting, snow-balling, washing one another's face :-Vith
snow, and in playing leap frog, pussy wants a corner, Jack
and jill, blind man's buff, b1;1tton-button-who has the button, tag, black man, tit-tat-toe round I go, drop the handkerchief, miller, teacher, an·ay over, fox and geese, snowball, mumble peg, one old cat, two old cat, three old cat,
four old cat, marbles, ducky, duck under the water, town
ball and other childhood games. Baseball, football and
basketball were unknown to pupils of our district, fifty
years ago, but we never lacked games to play.
Part of an old fence board, a stick, or an improvised
club was used for a club or bat. Sometimes, some pupil
would take a rubber ball to school for use in the ball
games. Others would get enough woolen yarn from old
socks and wind it. tightly and make a yarn ball. Other·
youngsters might, perchance bring a ball which his mother
had covered with cloth or leather. A lad with a rubber ball
was an object of no little envy by many other boys, who
could not afford to pay twenty-five or thirty cents _;. for , a
rubber ball.
.
·
A former pupil, speaking of her recollections of school
days, said: "I can better remember the beautiful satin linings of the teacher's spring and autumn wraps and how
much fun it was to "run through" with the men teacher,
when we played "black man" than most other occurences.
Then when Mr. Reed shook B - - P - - or some other
lad, until his legs and arms flew around in good speed, I
was thankful to be a girl and thus escape being shaken up.
I do not . know why some lads were shaken so violently, in
thP. air, but 1t has always been a classical memory with

me."

Poor B - - P - - was not the only boy whose boot
heels were cracked in the air by this teacher, or whose
arms, legs and coat tail rotated in the air like the wheel of
a windmill, during a chastisement for some infraction of
the rules.
Sometimes on Saturday evenings in the winter months,
there would be held a spelling school, a literary meeting,
-

or a lyceum. In preparation for a spelling school the pupih;
·would study their McGuffy's Modern Speller, or The Class
Word Speller with great diligence, and would sometimes
learn catch words to be used, if necessary, to puzzle and
trip an opponent from another school if the spelling contest between schools was close. An invitation, which, of
course, was considered a challenge, was extended to all
the neighborhood to attend the spelling school. Children,
young men and young women, and older men and older
women, came from the country around to hear and see,
if not to take part in the contest. Some came afoot, others
by horseback, or in buggies, lumber wagons, in cutters, or
in bobsleds with ringing sleigh bells, when sleighing was
good, and filled the school house until standing room was
at ,a premium.
At these spelling schools, declamations, dialogues,
and songs were rendered, and other forms of innocent entertainment were furnished. After this part of the program was over a recess was had. After recess the teacher
appointed, or possibly the pupils chose, two captains.
These captains chose the spellers for the contesting teams.
The captain of one team took his place at the head of one
aisle on one side of the room and the other captain took
the other; "Cuts" were drawn, or some other method used,
to determine which captain should have the first choice of
spellers. The winner call ed out the name of his first choice.
The other captain then called out the name of his first
choice. The captains alternated in making their choice until all who would take part in the contest were chosen
either on one side or the other.
Each speller stood in line with others chosen by his
captain. When the sides were filled or "chosen up," the
teams stood facing each other. The teacher began by pronouncing a word to the captain of one team. Most spellers
would pronounce the word, after the teacher, before trying to spell it, to be sure that they correctly understood the
word to be spelled. If the word were spelled correctly, another word was pronounced to the captain of the other
team . Whichever person "missed" the word pronounced to
him, took his seat and the next speller, in turn, undertook
to spell the word. This process was followed until the word
was spelled correctly, or all spellers "missed it."
Occasionally all hut one speller of each team, or possibly one speller in one team and several spellers in the
opposing team were eliminated. The contest then livened
between the competing schools and interest among the
spectators increased. When the process of elimination had
gone far enough so that only one speller remained standing, he became champion--having spelled the school
-
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down. The spelling contest then ended, and the crowd departed for their homes, joking, laughing, talking and playing, having had a jolly time at the spelling school.
. At · times ciphering contests were had to determme
who was quickest arid best in figures. The reader may
imagine the interest which was aroused by a contest .between a half dozen or more bright young men and women
at the blackboards, chalk in hand, taking down the problems as . given to them, hands flying and wits alert, every
nerve tense, each striving to be first to solve the problem
and "cipher down" all the rest.
It was an honor, in those days, to be considered the
champion speller of the neighborhood, or the _quickest and
most accurate in arithmetic, or a good declaimer, or the
best debater.
· Ordinarily, none but pupils took part in spelling and
ciphering contests. Older men took part only in the debates. Let it be said to the credit of School District No. 50
that not within the writer's memory, did any person from
another school, spell down his home school.
.. . What were variously termed debating societies, literary societies, or lyceums, were sometimes organized _within· the district. The meetings were held on Saturday mghts.
At these meetings a preliminary program of music, declamations and other forms of entertainment were provided.
At the conclusion of this part of the program, a few minutes intermission was had.
After recess, three judges were selected to listen to
the debate, take points ·a nd to decide which "side" won
the debate. There were generally three or four debaters
chosen· for the affirmative and a like number for the negative side of the subject for discussion.
A speaker for the affirmative had the opening. Then
a speaker for the negative followed, each side alternating, until all had taken part. The dis~ussion was closed _by
the leading speaker for the affirmative. At the conclus10n
of the debate, ·the judges deliberated, checked points. and
announced their decision. While the judges were deliberating, a committee selected to choose the subject and debaters ·for the next debate announced the subject chosen
and the~names of the · debaters.
The debaters .used the time between the evening of
the announcement of the subject for discussion and the
next meeting, for preparation. The speeches were · quite
interesting, , sometimes eloquent, and fairly erudite, :;ind
helped to make quite ready speakers· of some of the participants.
·.
.
.
. . .
..
All seat work ih arithmetic, c1phermg and wntmg of
spelling lessons was done on slates with slate pencils.
-
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Classes in spelling sometimes wrote their spelling on the
blackboard instead of spelling orally. Paper, tablets or
pads were too expensive for such use. Some teachers pronounced the words to be spelled to the class, each pupil
writing the words, as pronounced. Slates were then exchanged by the pupils, and the words checked as spelled
from the book by the teacher. The number of misspelled
words were noted by the pupils on the slates corrected by
them, and the lesson graded according!~~- Others had the
pupils form in line, and spell the words orally.
When the class was dismissed, the class "numbered," the
second in the class becoming first for the next lesson, and
the first went to the foot of the class.
Copies for writing lessons were written or "set" by the
teacher on carefully ruled slates for the younger pupils.
The older pupils provided themselves with copy books,
pens, pen holders, ink, and blotters for use in practicing
writing. The Spencerian Copy Books were the standard
copy books used. One copy book for each pupil usually
lasted throughout the year. Two boxes of chalk (crayon),
costing about fifteen cents a box, were sufficient, if used
carefully, for the school for the term and sometimes for
the school year.
Pupils were graded in penmanship according to their
age and previous training. Writing periods lasted about
fifteen minutes, and preceded the afternoon recess. Much
pride was taken, in good penmanship.
Teachers tried to accommodate the pupils, in arithmetic, and generally let them begin their study of it as
nearly as possible at, or near, the place they had quit the
subject the previous year.
There were always two, if not three, classes in spelling, depending upon the number and stage of advancement of the pupils.
During the time of the writer's knowledge of the
school the enrollment ranged from thirty-five to fifty-two
pupils, with ages ranging from six to twenty-one years of
age.
In the earlier days, there was no well on the school
ground. Water was carried by the pupils in a water pail
from one of two neighbor wells. Two or three pailfuls of
water were required daily. Sometimes two girls, and sometimes two boys would get permission, or were sent by the
teacher for a pail of water. Sometimes it was gotten before
school was "called" in the morning, and sometimes during
recess or study hours. Usua1ly there was a rush for a drink
just before or after the bell rang, calling school. All drank
from the same cup or dipper.
Occasionally, for a diversion during study hours, some
-
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pupil would ask perm1ss10n of the teacher to "pass the
water." If permission were granted, the pupil proceeded
first to the girl's side of the room with the pail of · water
and the drinking cup or dipper and ended with the boys.
If the process of passing the water was carried on properly, the cup was partly filled with water by the person passing it and handed to the pupil to be served. After she
drank, if any water were left in the cup, the pupil passing
the water went ta the door, threw out the "tainted," unused water and proceeded to "serve" the next pupil.
An elderly man recalls this prank, played over seventy years ago by a school mate named Joe M--. The.
two boys who had been sent to get a pail of water were returning with a partly filled pail, some water having splashed out over the. sides while -carrying it.
.The _other boys, seeing them coming, ran · to . get a
drink . .Joe .M---; being the first to : meet the boys, mis-,
chieviously proceeded to quench his thirst .by drinking
seven cupfuls of ·water. After he had thus allayed ·. bis.
thirst, the other boys took turns and drank. When ·· they
were through, no water was left for the girls.
- .,
Some of the thirsty girls ran to the teacher and com-,
plained, saying, "Joe M-- drank seven cupsful of water
and it is all gone." The teacher laughingly replied, "Joe
must have been a very thirsty boy to drink 6 0 much water.":
There is now a well and pump on the school ground
and water for · drinking purposes and washing hands andi
faces is plentiful.
"Believe it or not" it was many years after the writer
first attended school, now, nearly fifty years ago, before a wash basin was provided for the schooL . Towels.
never were provided while he. attended . .
Some of the larger boys and girls, in the winter time,
washed their hands and faces with snow. If water were
plentiful enough in the water pail to permit i.t to be so
used, one pupil would pour some water from the dipper on
the hands of another, that he might wash his face. Many
faces, however, went unwashed from the morning recess
until the pupils returned to their homes in the evening.
.
A circle or daub of apple butter, jelly, country molasses, or sorghum about the mouths of younger pupils, or on
their cheeks, decorated the faces ,of many a youngster, after lunch.
,
.
The girls' hair were nicely combed and done up, some
in one and some in two neat braids, tied with bows of rib=
bon; and remained . tidy for the day. Very few boys had
combs, and most small boys' hair remained . _uncombed
throughout the day.
. Non~ . of the smaller boys ha.d handkerchiefs. Larger
-
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boys and girls were usually provided with them. Boys, de veloping into manhood, can;1ed them in an outside coat
pocket. Larger girls generally carried a white handkerchief, in their hands, or in pockets in their dresses or aprons. Coat sleeves for small boys and aprons or dresses for
small girls were found very useful and handy as substitutes for handkerchiefs, and often bore evidence of frequent use.
.
.
·
The words of a song of those days, entitled "Teaching Public School," referring to the pupils as "forty little
urchins coming through the door" and "dirty little faces,
loving little hearts" was quite descriptive of a public
school.
Prior to 1866, examinations of applicants for permission to teach were conducted by a board of county examiners, consisting of three members. Certificates lasted for
two years.
The following is
copy of an original certificate:
"SLAB HOLLOW
Richardson County, N. T.
County
Ed.· W. Hutchison and Stephen C. Massock, Examiners ·in and for said County having duly examined Wm. H.
Cornell do hereby ~ertify that he is qualified to teach
Orthography, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, English,
Grammar and Geography and that he possesses a good
moral character.
Dec. 11th, 1860
Ed. W. Hutchison,
This certificate to
County Examiner
last. two years.
Stephen C. Massock,
County Examiner"
Beginning in 1867 the county superintendent, excepting for a period when the county clerk acted as county
superintendent, conducted all examinations for teacher's
certificates, graded the examination papers, passed upon
the applicant's general qualifications and issued the certificates.
Certificates were . issued only to persons deemed, by
the county superintendent, "qualified" in respect to professional interest, and who were of good moral character,
learning and ability to govern a school. Certificates were
valid only throughout the county in which they were issued.
No person was qualified to contract -for or to teach a
public school who had not been . granted a teacher's certi~
ficate. No special normal training was required of applicants.
Three grades of certificates, First, Second and Third
were i_!>sued. Second Grade certificates were most
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_common. A very few, possibly, a half dozen, First Grade,
and probably a less number of Third Grade certificates
were in effect within the county in any one year.
Persons otherwise qualified and who passed a satisfa~tory examination in Orthography, Reading, Penmans~~p, Geogr_aphy, Arithmetic, Physiology, English Compositi?n, English q-rammar,. and United States History were
entitled to receive a Third Grade certificate. No more
~han two Third Grade certificates were permitted to be
issued to the same person. Third Grade certificates remained' in force for six months, unless sooner revoked.
. J?ersons of approved learning and character, who in
addition to the branches required for a Third Grade certificate, passed ~ satisfactory examination in civil government, book~eepmg, the elements of agriculture, blackboard drawmg, and theory a~~ art of teaching, were
granted a Second Grade certificate, valid for one year,
unless sooner revoked.
Perso~~ who had taught at least one year, with approve_d a~iht:y ?,nd success, and who passed a satisfactory
exammat10n m all branches required for a Second Grade
ce~tificate, and in algebra, geometry, botany, and natural
philosophy were granted a First Grade certificate valid
throughout the county in which it was granted, f~r two
years unless sooner revoked.
_ The county superintendent generally visited rural
schools once a year, to see and be better able to observe
the conduct of the teachers and pupils and to learn the·
condition of the schools. He drove about the county with
a team of driving horses and a top buggy. He generally
called unexpectedly, remained for a fourth to half dav
offered suitable suggestions to teachers, made a speecl;
to the school, and departed.
The pupils and many teachers were embarrassed
while he remained and, of course, felt more at ease after
he had offered his suggestions, made his speech, and de parted.
_ The writer has not forgotten that one of the superintendents as part, if not all, of his speech, declaimed the selection entitled, "There Is No Success Without Great
Labor."
.
The teachers, as a rule, were considered competent
mstructors, but there were exceptions. One teacher especially was so incompetent and lazy that several of the
parents, thinking it t,1seless to send their children, took
them out of school. At the close of this teacher's term only
five pupils remained to attend.
On cold days, this teacher often sat near the stove,
with his boots resting on the hearth of the heating stove,
-
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or on a bench near by with the stove door open, reading
and spitting tobacco juice upon the hearth, or at, and
sometimes into the open front door of the stove.
At other times, he had one of the more apt pupils
. "hear" the other pupils recite their lessons. This, no doubt,
was done to give his assistant a little normal training, and
to give the teacher a rest.
On one occasion, the larger boys determined to have
some "fun" with a teacher, and pledged themselves not
to "tell on one another." One of the boys filled a large
cartridge with powder, and bit the end shut. He then
handed the cartridge to another boy, as they were returning to their seats from their recitation, and da.red him to
throw the cartridge into the stove. The other boy accepted
the dare.
While the teacher sat with his feet upon the hearth
and his book before his face, the boys passed the stove,
one behind the other. The cartridge was tossed into the
stove and a terrific explosion followed. Fire, coals, ashes
and smoke flew from the stove into the room and upon the
floor. The teacher aroused himself, jumped to his feet, and
asked angrily, "Who did that?" There . was no reply. The
teacher vowed loudly and sternly that if he found out who
did it, he would whip the young man until he could not
walk. The boys kept their pledges of secrecy and the teacher never had occasion to whip the offender.
Another of the earlier teachers was a quite elderly
man. He wore a full beard and when not dyed or colored,
his hair and beard were quite gray. In order to present a
more youthful appearance, he occasionally dyed his hair
and beard, but after a few days a streak of gray whiskers
and hair would appear next to the skin. Because of his
age, gray hair and gray whiskers, the children nick-named
him, "Granny."
Another teacher had little regard for grammar and
not much knowledge of English. She made a practice of
having some pupil, as a lesson in spelling, punctuation,
grammar, and writing, copy on the blackboard, to be criticized by the other pupils a paragraph from their reading lesson. If she saw fit to commend the pupil when the
work was done, she would do so by saying, "That is well
did."
Once upon a time, one of the pupils had gotten three
old pocket knives in a trade. Three brothers, borrowed
these knives, each borrowing one, to use, they said, in
sharpening their slate pencils.
At the close of school the knives had not been returned to the owner. He became somewhat disturbed, for
these knives were precious to him and he decided that it
-
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was not besi to let the day pass without recovering his
knives, so upon the way home he asked each of the three
boys for the knife he had borrowed. Each boy denied having any of the knives. The owner became incensed at their
refusal to return the knives and threatened to declare war .
upon the culprits if the knives were not returned.
The owner left the younger of the three brothers behind and went to the oldest to ask him to return the knif e
he had borrowed. After passing the two younger lads, each
of them was seen by another boy throw a knife into
a clu.mp of sumacs and weeds at the roadside. These two
knives were recovered, but the larger boy still insisted that
he did not have any of the knives. Then threats of a
whipping were made by the owner of the knife. The
thief still denied having any of the knives, but finally, as
the air got hotter, pressure stronger, and a whipping more
imminent, the older boy confessed, saying in broken English, "Maybe my boot got it." The owner of the knife examined the thief's "boot," and sure enough "His boot had
the knife." The other boys never forgot the expression:
"Maybe my boot got it."
One afternoon while the fifth reader class wa·s standing in line before the teacher's desk to spell a,nd define the
words assigned to them in their Fifth Reader lesson, the
teacher pronounced to one of the pupils, to spell and define the word: "Phoenix." As the pupil began trying to
spell the word, he turned pale, wavered and fell faint, upon the floor. That ended the reading lesson for that day
and the attempt to spell the word, "Phoenix.''
A fighting spirit seemed to prevail among some of the
more vigorous boys, and they took pride in whipping, or
thinking they could whip some other lad about their age
and size. Sometimes they thought they had personal difficulties to settle. These difficulties were generally magnified to great proportions and sometimes they were encouraged by larger, mischievous boys who wish ed to see a
scuffle between the boys.
· · There was one sturdy lad in particular who prided
himself upon his prowess with his fists, who, unfortunately,
was about six inches too short for his age. This boy had
formed a temporary dislike for a much larger pupil.
One noon hour as the teacher was a way at his boarding place for his dinner, these two boys and most of the
other pupils were in the school room. After a few brave
and maybe angry words had passed between these lads,
the chubby lad stepped upon a bench so his head was
about on a level with the larger boy's head, and said to
him, "If you will come near enough so that I can reach
your nose, I'll blood it for you." The dare was accepted.
-
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The larger boy stepped within reach of the chubby lad's
fist. As quick as a flash, the promise was kept and the
larger boy's nose was blooded. By the time the teacher
returned from his dinner, all was .. quiet among the bo_ys."
The fight had ended, and the teacher was none the wiser.
There was a hill to the east, one to the north and
one to the west on the three roads leading homeward from
the school house. Sometimes difficulties between the pupils were settled beyond these hilltops, out of the sight of
the teacher, and off the school grounds.
_
. .
On one occasion two boys decided they had a difficulty which should be settled. In the fray, one boy tore
the shirt off the other's back. Then a foot race took pla~e
and did not end until the shirtless lad got over the hill
near his home. These difficulties were soon forgotten, and
often the next day the boys played together as usual.
Frequently, during a certain winter term o_f school,
the teacher had the pupils, as part of the openmg exercises, sing a song, the object of which wa_s to in~ulcate
the moral precept that it was not right to chide or fight.
On the way home one evening, two lads who often
had had short spats and scuffles, engaged in another bout,
near the Matthew's gate at the parting of the roads. The
larger boy had not been quite a match for the smaller in
their several previous bouts, and generally came off second best.
.
This evening, however, Elmer, the larger boy, managed to get Bill, the smaller lad, down flat on his back
near a gate and in such position where, because of t~e
interference of the farm gate, that he could hold Bill
down and dictate terms of peace, or punish him sever~ly
if he cared to do so. Bill, being on the ground, and realizing the difficulties of his position, used a little diplomacy,
as he knew Elmer was afraid of him. So Bill spoke up to
Elmer saying, in an appealing and .conciliatory _ton_e of
voice "Let's do like that song," meanmg let us qmt fighting. Elmer assented, got off Bill's back and let Bill up.
Then Bill immediately jumped upon Elmer's back, threw
him down, and punished !um soundly-all being fair in
love, and in war.
Nothing was said about this broken treaty of peace,
but the lesson was not forgotten.
In the very early years of the district, young men,
eighteen to . twenty-one years of age, attended the. school.
One day Gustav K - - and Elmer A - - ha_d a di~agreement, which they thought they must settle with their bare
fists. They squared about in front of the school house and
fought viciously with their fists until both were bleeding
f~e~lY::. '.J'h~ ~eacher-a woman-went to . the door and saw
-
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what was taking place but made no serious effort to stop
them.
She remarked, "They are young men and know what
they are doing." She watched the fight for awhile and returned to the school room. Elmer was reported to have
whipped Gustav. The blood was wiped from their faces,
and when school was called their studies were resumed.
Fighting and quarreling on the school grounds or on
the way to and from school was against the rules. So, in
order to avoid punishment by the teacher, the pupils
settled their difficulties out of sight of the teacher, and
generally, the other pupils never informed on an offender.
Children were also forbidden to chew gum, or smoke,
or chew tobacco or to eat lunch during school hours. Growing boys sometimes had difficulty, of course, in refraining
from violating these rules. Many wads of gum were delivered to the teacher or thrown in the stove because of infraction of these rules.
One day several boys had pipes· made out of corncobs with milkweed for stems. During the noon intermission several of them filled their pipes , with tobacco, probably hooked from their father, and proceeded to light
them and to smoke upon the school grounds. One of the
girl~the boys called her "tattle-tale"-told the teacher
some of the boys were smoking.
The teacher promptly seized her school bell, .went to
the door and rang it, and "called school." The off ending
boys seemed to know why the teacher called school, and
promptly proceeded to empty their pockets of tobacco,
pipes and matches so no evidence against them could be
found on their person. When the pupils were all in their
seats the teacher proceeded to inquire as to what the boys
had been smoking. She began with James, and asked,
"James, what were you smoking?" James answered,
"Grape Stem." Grape stem was not tobacco. It was an
innocent piece of dry grapevine, which made quite a
smoke. The boys were again cautioned against smoking,
and were dismissed without punishment.
One afternoon this same boy, James, became hungry.
He had played hard · before school, during the forenoon
recess and at noon. The day before his mother had made
some "fried cakes"-another form of doughnut. She had
put one or more in James' lunch. With youthful foresight,
James put one in his pocket for his afternoon. school hour
lunch. He had raised the lid to his desk, hid behind it and
while pretending to study his lesson, occasionally took a
bite of his "fried cake." Mabel. one of th e girls sitting on
the opposite side of the room, saw that James was doing
more eating than studying, and pretty soon she raised her
-
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hand. The teacher observing her, asked what she wished.
Mable said, "James is eating something." The teacher
asked, "James, what are you eating?" James promptly replied, "Fried cake." The teacher smiled and so did the
pupils. James lost the rest of his "fried cake" and it was
many years before he heard the last of the answer,
"Fried cake."
Of course, such incidents were exceptions and not
the general rule of conduct and were only incidents in a
happy school life. Exceptional childhood pranks, exceptional acts of men, and exceptional acts in a neighborhood
stand out prominently and live longest in one's memory,
even though they are not of much consequence and are
very rare.
After all, school life in the district was very pleasant
and profitable. Many very close and lasting friendships
were formed. Most teachers were beloved by their pupils
and respected by the patrons of the school. Teachers are
required to act in the place of parents, ·during school
hours, and must comfort, encourage, restrain, and even
punish. Restraint and punishment, however, are never
welcome. It may be said of children as well as of men,
that: "No man ever felt the halter draw, with good opinion of the law."
What a happy gathering there would be if all the
members of the school board, all the fathers and mothers, all the teachers, and all the pupils of District No. 50
were to gather together and spend a day on the old
school ground, visiting and exchanging reminiscenses.
How pleasarit it would be to sit down together and
eat our lunches out of our dinner pails. as our mothers
made them for us! How pleasant it would be to be able
to look upon each other's face and to shake each other's
hand! Many a story of school experiences and of childish
pranks would be told, and laughed at!
If we could see each other as we then looked, how we
would laugh at the boys' homemade suits of clothes, the
girls' long, homemade dresses, the boys' heavy cow-hide
boots and the girls' high-top, buttoned, or laced shoes, the
boys' long hair, and at some larger boys' "boasted" sideburns or mustache, the girls' long braid or braids of hair,
tied with neat ribbons, and at some teachers' gray hair
and beard, <1I' long, heavy, neatly curled mustache!
For that day we would again be officers of the school
board, fathers and mothers, teachers, boys and girls of
District No. 50.
·
But alas, that cannot be. It is only a dream. Many,
many of them have gone to their eternal reward, to that
"far off land from whence no traveler returns." We can
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only live those days over again by tu rning- back the pages
.of time and indulging in recollections of the past. School
days were happy days, for most of us. School days; good
old school days!

•
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CHAPTER V .
Nationalities Represented.
Four Churches.

I

A history of School District No. 50 would be incomplete unless some account were given of the churches
within it and of their struggles. They exerted a very helpfu 1 educational, soci'al, and spiritual influence within the
district, and formed a part of its life and helped to make
up its social atmosphere.
At the time of the organization of 'the district, three
languages: were spoken within it: English, French and
German. A large portion of the population were French;
a very small portion were German; the . larger portion,
being American born, English speaking citizens.
The . French and a few of the Germans were Catholic. The American born residents were Protestant, some of
whom had definite church affiliations, others had none.
There were no church organizations within the
neighborhood at the time of the organization of District
No. 50.
.
.
In April, 1864, Rev. - S;imuel W. McKesson was sent
as an itinerant preacher to Arago, from Kansas by the conference of the Evangelical Church for the State of Iowa. ·
He continued to reside in Arago until 1867, when he was
delegated by the Kansas conference of the church to the
duty of visiting th.e various outposts of ·settlements in
southern Nebraska, for the purpose of spreading the Gospel and establishing churches, where possible, among the
advance settlements. This church was variously styled "Albrights," or German Methodists, but is generally called
the "Evangelical Church."
For the accommodation of persons in that neighborhood services were held in private homes, most generally
. in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Frederick Daeschner
from 1867 until the completion of the schoolhouse in District No. 50.
In 1868, almost immediately upon completion of the
school house in that district, several families of recent
settlers, who affiliated with the church and others who
were interested in having religious services, asked for and
were granted permission to hold them in the school house,
which they promptly proceeded to do until January ~8,
1871.
The services were held exclusively in the German language. This became offensive to some of the English
speaking resid ents of the district and to others, who did
not affiliate with the church and could not take part in
-
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the services.
:
The manner of worship was quite unusual m the
neighborhood and · was emotiqnal; demoµstrative and ecstatic. The ~ermons and prayers ge:n,erally were long and
loud, and often were punctuated by exclamations in Germ~n of "Amen," "Hallelujah," "God's , Love," etc. Worshippefs often embraced each · other, clapped their hands
or fell upon the ground prostrate and exhausted.
The unconverted, perntent ·worshippers were encouraged to "go Forward" to the mourner's or penitent's bench
near the pulpi~. Here they we~e surrounded by exhorters,
:,vork~rs, and smgers and possibly by their parents, pleadmg with them to accept Christ and to lead a Christian life.
This unusual manner of worship attracted rowdies as well
as rriany sympathetic and many curious persons.
Upon one occasion, after considerable dissatisfactio~
had arisen among some non-members in the neighborhood
who still attended the services, some of the onlookers a~
an expression of their displeasure and disapproval of 'the
~onduct of the worshippers and of their holding services
m German, determined, while services were being , held in
German in the front end of the room, to hold and held a
mock service in the English language in the rear of the
. school room, giving as an excuse, their objection to the
Germans assuming exclusive control of services in the
school building belonging to all taxpayers alike.
The feeling became quite bitter over the manner of
worship and the use by one denomination of the school
house as a place for religious worship. A committee of
several objectors, mostly of other faiths, was selected to
,protest. Mr. Frederick ~achter, as spokesman, arose in
one of the meetings, shaking and trembling with excitement and anger, in broken English and partly in German
entered a protest, saying, "Dis building was built for
schule, not for chuch" (church).
Feeling arose to such a pitch that petitions were circulated within the district calling for a special · school
meeting to vote upon the question of closing the school
house to further use for religious worship.
A special meeting was held January 28, 1871 to vote
on this question and to inquire into the conduct of Mr.
William Heater, the school director, for striking the teacher, Mr. D. F . Noyes, with a board, and into the director's
use of school money for his · private purposes.
At this meeting, a motion was adopted closing the
school house to all but school purposes. For many years
thereafter no use was made of the school house except for
school purposes . There were no spelling schools, no lyceums, no literary, nor other meetings held in it. Even a
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magic lantern show, then quite a treat for boys and girls,
could not be held in it.
.
At this meeting a'!lother motion was adopted, censuring Mr. Heater, the direct?r! for striking Mr. Noyes, the
teacher, and another reqmrmg Mr. Heater to pay interest on .school money unlawfully used by him.
!3chool .m~tters h_ad run unpleasantly for some years
previous to this meetmg, and so continued for some time
thereafter. The climax came with the burning of the
school house on the night of January 19, 1884, and with
t~e ~nsuccessful attempts which followed, to . divide the
~istrict, and to change the site of the school house. As
time passed, other men took charge of school affairs and
school differences were gradually forgotten.
' ·
For nearly a half century school matters have run
very smoothly._ National, social and religious prejudices
have large~y dis.appeared or been well suppressed. Neigh. b_o!lY_ relab~mships are pleasant and, although church affihat10ns differ somewhat, there is no strife or jealousy
within the district.
The closing of the school house to religious services
caused the worshippers to plan the erection of a new hous~
of worship .
_
On April 6, 1872, the congregation bought a two acre
tract of land one mile west and one mile south of the
school house, and in the Southeast corner of the Southeast
Quarter of Se~ti?n 4, To~i:ship 1. North, Range 17, East
of the 6th Principal Meridian from Mr. Henry Rieger as
a location on which to erect a church and for use 'for
cemetery purposes.
Shortly afterward a small tract of land, not quite a
half mile to the north, was acquired from Mr. Karl Frederick Daeschner as a location for a parsonage. A church
and parsonage were soon erected there. A church was
erected on the ground gotten from Mr. Rieger and a burial ground was platted north and west of the church, and
these devoted people were happy in their new home.
In 1926 this parsonage was abandoned. The present
pastor, William E. Daeschner, lives at Preston, Nebraska.
From this parsonage he serves this congregation and the
congregation at Preston. This mother church is still faithfully supported and attended.
On March 6, 1877, a one acre tract of land in the
Northeast corner of Section 28, Township 2, North, Range
17: East
the 6th Prin_cipal Meridian was purchased, by
this growmg congregation, from Adolph Rieschick and
Tabor Church was erected thereon. Later a church was
erecte_d at Preston and another at Falls City, and there
was little further use for Tabor Church, and the build-

or
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ing and site were sold to Ludwig Zimmerman, in 1912.
But troubles with rowdies from st1rrounding neighborhoods did not end at . the erection of a church. Each
winter a protracted, · or Evangelistic meeting was held for
about a week in the mother. church. Camp meetings were
held each summer for about a week in some suitable
grove. Tents · wer~. erected· for the convenience of the families, who cared to remain in the camp during _the meeting. Suitable scats were provided for the congregation. A
building from which the preachers could preach to the
congregation was · constructed of lumber, large enough to
seat five to seven pastors, this being the usual number in
attendance, all of whom , sat side by side during the
preaching services. : ·
In the camp meetings, . three services in the German
language were held each day, excepting that on Sunday
afternoon a service · was held in English as a courtesy to
visiting English speaking friends. The church grew rapidly
in numbers and exerted a very wholesome, social and
spiritual influence in the community. Rowdies were attracted by these meetings and by the opportunity to meet
friends at the various services, by the singing, shouting,
embracing, clapping of hands, flouncing upon the ground,
the ecstasy and the expressions of emotion of the worshippers.
On an occasion, about 1880; several rowdies aUended
evening services at the Zion Church. When services closed,
the rowdies ·undertook to provoke , t1· fight with · some of
the young men ·of.the congr,e gation, · but were not successful. They then assaulted three neighborhood boys, who
stood their ground manfully :and: who had less scruples
against fighting than memb ers of the church, and succeeded in provoking a fight in which the -rowdies were bested,
one receiving a broken nose; another a black eye, and another was knocked down t hree times.
But this .fight did not entirely end this episode. · ,The
congregation then decid ed to take a hand in quelling the
rowdies. The '. next day several of the young men of the
congregation went to . the. County Attorney's office at Falls
City, Nebraska and made complaint, and had the ·rowdies
arrested. Trial was had and several of the rowdies were
convicted and fined.
,
This; affair quieted· .th e ro wd ies · and they afterward
h ad. more respect: for the:: right . of·Ameriean citizens · to
worship without ·.being distorb ed · i·n · their ser vices and according to the dictates of their conscience. They also discovered that th e law protects its citizens in such worship.
This was not the first offense, however, by rowdies.
Several years before the occurrence at the church, a band
-
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of rowdies assembled on horseback and organized with a
leader and proceeded to ride horseback over the benches
on the camp ground and broke up the meeting for that
night.
On another occasion, as the local pastor, Rev. S. B.
Brown, returned from services at his church and approached his home, he heard a noise in•the cellar. He proceeded to investigate and discovered a rowdy, in the cella r preparing to steal some of the provisions of the pastor's family. The pastor m et t he thief, very manfully, at
the entrance of the cellar way and trounced him sufficiently so that the parson 's cellar was. never again molested.
· ·
Sometime between 1871 and 1875, the Catholic
· friends of the neighborhood considered the erection of a
church near the adjoining corners of Sections 26, 27, 34
and 35, a mile north of the school house, in this district.
Stone was hauled there for a foundation. Upon further
consideration of the matter of building, however, and after considerable delay, the plan was abandoned and the
stone was hauled away.
In 1886, Mr. John Bauman donated a tract of ten
acres of land in the Northwest corner of the N½ of the
NE¼ of Section 35, Township 2, North, Range 17, East of
the 6th Principal Meridian, a mile north and a half mile
west of the school house, and $1,000.00 in money to thf'
German Evangelical Zion Church (locally known as the
Bauman Church) as a site for a Lutheran Church, a graveyard, a parsonage and for use in constructing a church
and parsonage.
A beautiful church building, and parsonage were
promptly constructed. A strong, devoted and loyal membership has been maintained. The grounds, the buildings,
and the burial ground are neatly kept and cared for. A
very fine basement was excavated and finished some
years ago for the use of the various activities of the
church. A parish school is maintained for the instruction
of the youth of the church in its catechism, preparatory
to confirmation.
On February 2, 1895, a small tract of land one mile
east of the school house and in the Southeast corner of
Section 35, Township 2, North, Range 17, East of the 6th
Principal Meridian was acquired by the trustees of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and a church edifice was
built there. This church was locally known as The Bethal
Church. It did not prosper, the field being too fully occupied by other churches. December 16, 1899, this property
was conveyed to the trustees of the German Lutheran
Church, which likewise did not prosper.
-
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Thus, it is seen, School District No. 50 within its history has had four church edifices within its boundaries, an
unique distinction for a rural school district. (Map V)
On Sunday mornings the bells of the two churches
often rang and echoed in unison over the hillsides and
valleys as their mingled music floated over the air, reminding all who might hear, of the hour of services.
On Saturday evenings, just before the approach of
twilight, like a curfew, the Lutheran bell was rung for
several minutes. On quiet evenings it was heard for miles
around as it pealed forth its sweet notes over the country
side.
These churches were not established without struggles
and sacrifices. They were the fruits of the constancy, the
faith, and the persistency of their devoted friends and
members. The loyalty and faith of these friends and members has been richly rewarded and the neighborhood has
been blessed with as fine a people, good parents, good
homes, good housewives and mo~hers, good farmers, good
neighbors and good citizens as any neighborhood can
boast. If all communities were like this neighborhood, jail
doors would remain unbolted and would rust upon their
hinges. Neighborhood strife would be almost unknown.
Criminal courts would be idle. What higher tribute than
this can be paid to a community?
A goodly portion of this credit is due to the early religious and home training of the children of the neighborhood. Observation of such orderly communities and of the
effect of Christian and home training in childhood, and
Christian restraint in adult life causes many thoughtful
persons to wonder if it would not be well for our public
schools to make provision for non-sectarian instruction of
school children in the great lessons taught by the Bible.
A large portion of the youth of our land receive very
little, if any, such instruction. One of the first tr.u ths a
child should be taught, it seems, is that there is a living
God; that He is not a God of stone, or brass, or marble,
and is not an image; that He is everywhere and al wise
and merciful.
In addition to this truth, children should be taught
their duty to Him ·and to man; that those who obey His
laws are wise; and that those who disobey are unwise.
Such instruction leads to right living to a peaceful life, and
to happiness. It may be truly said that proper training
in the home and Christian education is a better protection
to morals, to life, to homes, to property, to families, and
to nations; than guns, police, jails, or standing armies.
When nations become Christian, in fact, and not by pretense, wars will be no more.
-
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APPENDIX I
Names of Officers of School District No. 2 Before It Was
Divided in 1868 bto Districts Nos. 50 and 51.

After the organization of School District No. 2, in
1865, William H. Mann, County Clerk, acting as Superintendent of public schools appointed:
Name of Officer
Paul Augustine
Charles Montgomery
Thomas Harpster

Name of Office
Director
Moderator
Treasurer

Date of Appointment
or Election
1865
1865
1865

Names of Officers of School District No. 50 After the
Division of District No. 2 in 1868.

The first officers were appointed by William H.
Mann, County Clerk, acting as Superintendent of schools:
schools:
Name of Officer
Jerome Wiltse
William Heater
Frederick Wachter

Name of Office
Director-appointed
Moderator-appointed
Treasurer-appointed

Name of Officer
Christopher Kaiser

William Heater
Frederick Wachter
August Matthes
John R. Smith
William Heater
John Bauman
Samuel Arnold
William Heater
Frederick Wachter·
George Bindle
Felix Kitch
Hiram Spencer

Name of Office
Director-elected for
3 years
Moderator-elected
for 2 years
Treasurer-elected
for 1 year
Treasurer-elected
Director-elected
Moderator-elected
Moderator-elected
Treasurer-elechid
Treasurer-elected
Director
Treasurer-appointed
(Temporary treasurer)
Moderator
·
Treasurer
Director

Christopher Kaiser
August Matthes
l"elix Kitch
George Bindle -

Moderator
Treasurer
Director-appointed
Director

Freeman Heater
Jacob Daeschner

Director-elected
Moderator

Henry · Beachel
Paul Augustine
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Date of Appointment
or Election
February 13, 1868
February 13, 1868
F'ebruary 13, 1868
Da.te of Appointment
or Election

October

1868

October

1868

October
October

1868
1869
1870
1870
1871
1871

1871 (Resigned 1873)
1873
Nov. 15, · 1873
1874
1874
1875
1876 <Resigned January 2, 1879)
1877
1878
January 2, 1879
1879 <Resigned
April, 1880)
April, 1880
lllaO

Name of Officer
Samuel Arnold

Name of Office
Treasurer

August Matthes
FTeeman Heater
August Matthes

Treasurer-appointed
Director
Treasurer-elected
to fill term
Moderator
Moderator-temporary
Director
Moderator

Hiram Spencer
Ed mund J. Durfee
Felix Kitch
Hiram Spencer

Date of Appointment
or Election
1881 <Resigned January 25, 1881)
1881
1882

APPENDIX II
List of Teachers Employed in District No. 50, of Richardson County, Nebraska from Its Organization
to Spring of 1940.
Na.me
G20rge W. Schock

1882
1883
1884
1885

David , F. Noyes
Bennie P. Chute
Thomas F. Plumb
William Janes
"Granny" French
. Mattie M. Lamberton
Maria L. Montgomery
Emma Martin

1886 <Resigned
July, 1888)

c. c. Davis

Treasurer-did not
qualify and was
later appointed
1888
Jerome Wiltse
Director
John Helfenbein
Moderator-appointed
Henry Ebel
Trea&urer-appointed
Edmund J . Durfee
Director-a:ppointed
Cornelius Horan
Moderator
Henry Ebel
-Treasurer
Edmund J. Durfee
Director
Edmund J. Durfee
Director
Jacob Daeschner
Moderator
Henry Ebel
Treasurer
F·or some queer reason the · following officers
were each re-elected annually. About this
time it probably was discovered that the term
or ea.ch officer was 3 years, unless appointed
or elected to fill a vacancy.
Edmund J . Durfee
Director
August H elfenbein
Moderator
Henry Ebel
Treasurer
August Deckinger
Director
John Weinert
Moderator
These officers were each re-elected.
Henry Ebel
Treasurer
August Deckinger
Director
John Weinert
Moderator
Henry Ebel
Treasurer
August Deckinger
Director
John W einert
Moderator
Henry Ebel
Treasurer
William F . Yoesel
Director
c. H. Wiltse
Moderator
August Castan
Treasurer
August Becker, Jr.
Moderator
Ernst Zimmerman
Treasurer
A. J . Hartman
Moderator
Herbert Schmidt
Treasurer
Edwin Oberst
Moderator
Henry Ebel
Director
Herman Zimmerman
Director
Edward Zimmerman Moderator
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1887

(Resigned 1889l
1888
1888
1889
1889.
1890
1891
1892
1892
1892

t erm.
B . W. Brown

From 1893
to 1899
1899
1899
1899
1900
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909-1931
1910- 1913
1911-1913
1913-1925
1913-1925
1914-1917
1925 to date
1928-1931
1931- 1936
1936 to date
1939

_Term
1 _. ·
UlG9-1870, Winter term 1868-1869 and
1869-1870.
1870, Fall term.
Winter tenn of 1870-1871, Fall term 1871.
Winter term of 1871-1872.
Winter term of 1872-1873.
Few weeks in beginning of 1873.
Rest of 1873-1874.
1874-1875 and 1875-1876.
1876-1877, possibly a winter anp._summer

·I
I

Elmer Brown
C. W. Stratton
Nettie Spoonamore
Maggie Moylan
Ellen Rawley
Isiah Cratz
Nelson Daughters
JeMie cameron
Nellie M. Long
Nellie M. Long
Emma Lawrence
Mat S. Layson
Mat S. Layson
Emma Lawrence
Ada Abbott
John R. Reed
John R. Reed
Sue Cain
Lillie C. Eichelberger
Lillie C. EichelbergerC. H . Wiltse
G . B. Newcomer
B. Frank Revelle
B. Frank Revelle
Clara M. Camey
A. B . Wiltse
Clarence H. Wiltse
Clara M. Camey
Lottie E. Stratton
Clara M. Camey
M. Lina Shirley
M. Lina Shirley
M. Lina Shirley
John R. Reed
C.H. Wiltse

1877-1878
1878-1879
1879-1880, possibly in summer.
1880-1881
1881-1882
1882-1883
.
1883 to January 19, 1884. ·
October 5. 1885 to November 18, 1885.
December 1, 1885 to March 31, 1886.
Ap1;1 19. 1886 to June 11, 1886.
Sept2mber. ___ 1886 to October____ 1886.
D ecember 6, 1886 to March 25, 1887.
April 25, 1887 to June 18, 1887.
September 5, 1887 to October 28, 1887
November 28, 1887 to March 23, 1888.
April 16. 1888 to June 8, 1888.
September 3, 1888 to May 31 , 1889.
September 2, 1889 to March 7, 1890.
April and Ma.y, 1890.
November 18, 1890 to March 20, 1891.
September 7, 1891 to March 25, 1892.
April 4, 1892 to May 27, 1892.
S eptember 5, 1892 to November 1892.
December 5, 1892 to March 27, 1893.
March 27, 1893 to May 18, 1893.
September 4, 1893 to November 1, 1893.
December 4, 1893 to .March 23, 1894.
April 16, 1894 to June 8, 1894.
September 3 , 1894 to November 2, 1894.
December 3, 1894 to June 7, 1895.
April 9. 1895 to June 7, 1895.
September 2, 1895 to October 25, 1895.
December 2, 1895 to April 1, 1896.
April 6, 1896 to May 29, 1896.
8 2ptember 7, 1896 to May 21, 1897.
September 13, 1897 to May 20, 1898.
-
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Name
C.H. Wilt.se
May Van Deusen
Katie McMahon
George W. Wiltse
John Wiltse
John Wiltse
H . L. Kloepfel

Mary E. Wilt.se
Mary E. Wilt.se
Anna Keefe
Anna Keefe
Anna Keefe
Sadie Curran
Alice Gilbert
A. D. Larrabee
A. D. Larrabee
Pearl Anderson
Leola Herzelle
Nina Aikman
Marguerette O'Donnell
Florence Stewart

Gertrude H. Schroeder
Lorena Vaughan
Marguerette O'Donnell
Mohler
Irma Downey
Nettie Walker
Dorothy Brennet
Nina Landrigan
Maxine Emmert
Fem Helser
Alice Kammerer

Term
September 5, 1898 to May 19, 1899.
September 5, 1899 to October 27, 1899.
December 4, 1899 to May 25, 1900.
September 31, 1900 to April 19, 1901.
September 2, 1901 to April 25, 1902.
September 8, 1902 to April 24, 1903.
September 7, 1903 to April 22, 1904. (Clare
Foster substituted for Kloepfel for 8 weeks
while Kloepfel's leg was healing from a
break. Ernest Gagnon substituted a few
days for Foster.)
September 5, 1904 to April 5, 1905.
September ____ 1905 to AprtL ___ 1906.
September ____ 1906 to April_ ___ 1907.
August 26, 1907 to ApriL~- - 1908.
September 7, 1908 to ApriL ___ 1909.
September 6, 1909 to April 28, 1910.
September 5, 1910 to April_ ___ 1911.
September 4, 1911 to April_ ___ 1912.
September 1912 to April_ ______ 1913.
------- - --- 1913 to ___________ 1914.
----------- 1914 to ___________ 1915.
-- --- - -- --- 1915 to ___________ 1916:
1916-1917 and 1917-1918 and 1918-1919.
1919-1920 and 1920-1921 (Miss Stewart committed suicide and Fay Loucks finished
term.)
1921-1922.
1922-1923 11.nd 1923-1924.
1924-1925.
1925-1926, 1926-1927, 1927-1928 a.nd
1928-1929.
1929-1930 and 1930-1931.
1931-1932.
1932-1933, 1933-1934 and 1935-1936.
Part of 1936-1937-got married, Fem Heiser
finished her term.
1937-1938 and 1938-1939.
1939-1940.

-
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APPENDIX III
List of Pupils Who Attended School in District No. 50
From Its Oreanization to Spring of 1940.
Parent's Name:

Children's Names:
Wihifr~d. Ralph, Merle, Ruth, Leslie.
Edith.
Elmer, Manhattan, Ida. Bessie.
Had several children whose names are not
known.
William Bach:
Ralph, Minnie, Harry, Raymond.
________ B aker:
· ., Georgia.
___ __ ___ Bailey: ..
Hannah.
W. F. Bartlett: ·
Edward.
John Burens:
Lucinda, Dorothea, Mary, Angelia.
Henry Beachel:
Emerson.
________Beatty:
Joe
,August Becker, Jr. :
George, Lela.
William Bertram:
·· · Clara.
John_ <;3:eorge . Bindle.:
Anna, Bernard, Henry, George, John, Pet er,
William, Joe, Maggie, Lawrence.
Chris C. Bletscher:
Edwin.
- ~- -- - ~_Blodgett:
Mary, Cinda.
James L. Bowers:
Berwin, Weldqn, Jean, Joleen, Fala.
John Burk :
John, Albert, Sim.
________ Byrne:
Maggie:
________ carver:
Gideon.
August Ca.stan :
Oscar, Lorena.
________ Castan:
August .
.E:arl Frederick Daesch- Charles, Rickie, Kat ie, Frank, Sophia, Mary,
ner:
· August, Edward, Gideon. ·
Jacob Daeschner:
Eliza , Nora, Amanda.
C. C. Davis:
Golda.
August Deckinger :
Lizzie Gonser <his wife's niece), Fred, Ella.
Anna.
August Deckinger, Sr.: August; William, ,-~melia, Annie.
Charles Deuchler:
Alma, M ary.
___ ____ _Dixon:
Mamie.
Frederick W . .Doener:
Katie, Mary.
Louis Dorste:
H azel, Ethel, Edith, Pearl, Raymond.
U. T. Duncan:
Cecil, Ethel, Freeman, Arby.
Edmund J. Durfee :
Mark, Edward E., Katie.
Henry Ebel, Jr.:
Lest er, Raymond.
Henry Ebel, Sr.:
Albert, Charles, . Lizzie, Magdalena, Yettie.
Moses Elshire :
Annie...
·
Albert Ernst, Jr.:
Wilbur, · Marcelle, Arlene.
Frederick Ernst:
Louisa, Annie, Albert.
_____ ___ Everly:
Allie, . John, · Ellsworth, Cyrus, Claude, Kate,
Emma.
·
I:: ..::.·. .·:
Jacob Fetzner:
· Albert, Mollie, Fred, Mary.
William Fisher:
John, Rosa; Emmett, William.
Charles E. Frederick:
Edward, William, Delores, Charlene, Richard.
Henry Frederick :
Names not known.
Elmer Arnold :
Henry Arnold:
Samuel Arnold:
Paul Augustine:

-

49 -

)
Parent's Name:
Edward Frederick:
__ ______ Furrer:
________ Gaither:
William Gatz:
Thomas Harpster:

Albert J. Hartman:
William Heaston:
Freeman Heater:
'William Heater:
Louis Hecht:
August Helfenbein:
Cornelius Horan:
William Hunzeker:
William Hoffneil:
William ·Imhof:
Thomas C. Jones:
Christopher Kaiser:
-- -- -- - _Kelsay:
Felix Kitch:
____ __ __ Kleckinger:
_______ : Knaub:
____ ____ Koehler:
J. Kuntz:
Ananias Leonhart :

________Mccann:
__ ______ McFarland:
________ McMahan:
___ ____ _McMahan:
___ __ ___McNaughton:
Charles Mann:
______ __Manning:
August Matthes:
George Matthes:
Mayk Maushslein:
__ __ __ __Maxwell:
__ _____ _May:
Fred Meinzer :
Samuel Miller:
John Mohring:
Charles Montgomery :
________ Morehouse :
___ _____ Munsie :
Harry F. Newcomb:
Karl Niemeyer:
Louis Noite:
Charles Oberst:

Children's Names:
Jchn, Nellie, Katie, Mary.
Rudolph.
Ira.
Lizzie, Minnie.
Left district about 1870. Names of children
are not known.
Henrietta, Leola, Harold, Anna.
Pauline, Ruth.
Harriett.
Austin.
Albert, Emma, Amelia, Louise , Hilda, Linda.
Julius C . Wallraff, Gustave, <grandchildren
of August Helfenbein ).
Phillip, Cornelius, Jr., Timothy, Charles,
Jerry.
Virgil, Norman, Harold .
Clara, William, Jr . (These children made
their home for a while with grandfather,
William Heater, after their mother's death.)
Theona, Wilma, June .
Ralph , Charles, Della, Mary, Jane, Blanche,
Maud.
Henry <died age 8) , Eliza , Mary, Gustave.
Anna , Richard.
Iva , Otis .
Mary, F1ora, Emma, Elmer, Daisy .
Guy, Elta.
Ferdinand.
Herman.
Jay , Hamilton.
John , Charle£ W ,, William, George , Madison,
Emma, Moses.
Grace.
Jennie .
Grace.
James , John R. Bettie.
1 child, name not known.
Katie.
Joseph , Amelia, George, Lizzie.
Paul.
( 18 )--in 1886.
Clara, Clarence, Esther.
Mary, (1886) - Johnnie.
Anna.
Amandus, Clara.
Anna.
Malissa.
Edith, Arthur.
Emma (stayed with G . w. Wiltse> .
Joyce, Jean.
Imogene, Irving .
Louis , Jr., Edward, Augusta.
Emil , Bertha.
-
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Parent'!! Na.me:
Edwin R. Oberst:
Fred C. Oberst:
Fred Oberst:
Samuel J . Oberst:
Barney Ogien :
Fred Pflaum :
Jacob Pflaum:
________ Poteet:
Charles F . Pribbeno:
___ _____ Randolph:
Albert Randolph:
Melvin Randolph:
Robert F. Randolph :
Daniel Rawley:
________ Ray :
________ Rector:
________ Reed:
Godfreid Reschke:
Henry Rieger:
John Rohmer :
L. V. Rumbaugh:
___ ___ __Rulfford:
Nick Schawang:
Henry Scheitel :
Elmer Schock:
Herbert Schmidt:
Henry Scholl:
- -- _____ Scholz:
Alfred Schulz:
Christian Schutte:.
Louis Seitz:
Eli Sevwa:
________ shaw:
Ed Sherritt:
______ __Smith:
John R. Smith:
Sebastian Smith:
Hiram Spencer:
Mrs. Pat Stafford:
Samuel Stetler:
Milton Stingley:
Charles J. Strecker :
Murty Sullivan:

,
Children's Na.mes:
Mildred, Virgil, Velma, Kenneth, Laverne,
Juanita, Robert.
Elmer, Albert, Edwin. Samuel, Herman.
Louise, Minnie, Freddie, Rickie, Sophia,
Gust (1894).
Frances, Evelyn, Samuel, Jr.
Charlie, William, Barney, Henry, Joe, Marie,
Marga1·et, Rose.
Loren or F'lorena, Florence.
Emil, William, August, Frieda, Frank, Annie,
Katie, Fred.
Bertha, Rachel, Mary, Minnie, James, Harry,
George (1888).
Laura , Eddie, Ida Bach lived with Pribbeno's
a while.
James, a brother of Albert Randolph.
Porter. James, Melvin, Grace, Ralph, Robert
F. , Mary, Blanche.
Melvin, Jr. Evelyn, Roberta.
Maggie, Dan, Tim.
Nancy.
James, Bettie.
Hawley, Nellie , Ella, Riley, Willie.
Lydia, William, Emma, Ludwig, Herman,
Henry, Godfreid, Jr.
Mary, Charles, Edward, William, Henry, RoSa.
Names of children not known,
Maxie, Marvin, Betty, Jane, LaVeme.
Walter, <Iived for a while with Felix Kitch
fami],y ,)
Johnnie , Paul , Ruth, Edna.
Josie, Annie , Edgar, Henry Jr. , Dora, Betty,
Louise, Bennie, Rose Esther.
Elsie, Henry.
Viola, Marcelle .
Marie, Elmer , Lucille, Esther, Arline, Paul.
Walter, Elnora, Henry Lee.
Alois, Alfred.
Charles , Minnie.
Herman , Emma, Louisa, Minnie, Anna. Seitz
Meinzer (daughter of Fred Meinzer).
Left district in very early day.
Milo , Ettie.
Jennie , Mable , George, Laura, Harry, Alpha.
Mary, Barbara.
Jay,
Frank, Henry.
Ida.
Edna.
Jessie , Amos.
Daisy.
Elmer, Lawrence, Clarence, Marie, Julia. Mae.
John E., Daniel.
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Children's Names:
Mable, Bessie, Harry.
Mary.
Olive, Letita.
Lester.
Irene, August, Jr., Herman, Christina, Annie .
Carrie, Frank.
Freddie, Alverta.
Phillip, Elizabeth , Mary.
John , Maggie , Mary.
Cora , Vera, Wilma.
________ __Walz.
Rosa , Henry, Edna , . Arthur, Luella, Tophy,
Lawrence.
Lydia.
-~ - --- -:..Werner: . .
Irving F ., Gertrude , Evelyn', Sherman, MildClarence . H . Wiltse:
red.
Carlos P ., Edward W., George W., Jerome C .,
.J er.ome Wiltse:
Albert B. , Clarence H ., John·, James, Mary K
Walter, Irene , Dorothy,
Charles Wissman:
John, Jake, William, Rickey, Mary, Barney,
John Wissman:
Charles.
__ ______ Yade :
William, (10) in 1892 .
__ ______Yocum:
Alvin.
Karl, Elnora.
August W. Yoesel:
· Alvin, Gilbert , Dorland, Donald .
Walter C. Yoesel : ·
·. Walter C., Benjamin, Laura, Edna, Raymond,
William F. Yoe:s el:
Velma, Maria, Marvin.
________ Young:
Regina (5 years).
___ _____ zamm:
Lawrence, Leo, Benjamin, Elizabeth , Jennet tee , Susie (this name may have been
spelled "Sam") . ·
Sylvia, Louis, Ruth, Hope.
L . E . Ziegler :
Edward.
]i:rnest Zimmerman:'
Frank Zimmerman :
Marion.
George Zimmerman:
Marion.
Edward, Herman, ;Amelia.
Henry A. Zimmerman :
Herman Zimmerman:
Willard.
Henry, Emma, Hugo, Otto , Dora, George,
F'hillip Zimmerman:
· Edna.

Parent's Name:
________ swain:
James Tangney:
Andrew Thompson:
________ Threlkeld: ··
August Tubach:
_______ _Vetter:
Barney Voegele:
Mrs. ______ Vondron:
F'rederick Wachter :
Julius C. Wallraff:
________ Walz:
,John Weinert:

,,
APPENDIX IV
Pastors of Zion's Evan~elical Church.
(Evangelical Association of North America)

This church is located at the southeast corner of Section 4, Township 1, North, Range 17, East and about six
mil es northeast of Falls City, Nebraska. In its early history
it was often referred to as the Albright Church and sometimes as the German Methodist Chur:ch.
The most prominent missionary and itinerant minister of this denomination in Richardson Countv was Rev. S.
W. McKesson, who was sent to Arago in A·pril, 1864 by
the church conf erenc c. H e contim,ed to reside there until
May, 1867. He had a son John C. F. McKesson. He never
resided in the district.
Rev. William Ling enbach . an unmarried man, liYed in
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Frederick Daeschner- for
most of the year 1868.
The next ministers of this church, in their order, the
period of their pastorate, and the names of their children,
as far as known are as follows:

. Edna,

Names of Children ,
Per'od of Service
May 1869 to May 1872 Julia, H enrietta, John ,
Philip, Samuel.
May 1872 to May 1874 No children.
Rev. H. Haas
Rev. C. Burner
M~y 1874 to I.iay 1876 '!'hcopl 11lous, Theodosia, Richard.
Rev. J . F. Schreiber
May 1876 to May 1879 Gideon , Emma , Charley, Dorothy.
Rev. S. B. Brown
May 1879 to May 1881 (Elmer ), Howard.
Laura .
~v. J . G . Pfeifer
May 1881 to May 1884 No family .
Rev . A. Yackel
May 1884 to May 1887 Emma, Ida, Sarah,
Laura.
Rev . F . T . Harder
May 1887 to May 1890· Amelia, Theodore.
Rev . S . Mueller
May 1890 to May 1892 No family .
·May 1892 to May 1895 Martha , Zilla, Emma,
Rev . P. Schuman
Enoch.
Rev. T . R. Nanninga May 1895 to May 1897 Lucas, Mary , Carrie,
Simon, Tjaart, Jr.
Rev. W. F. Wolthausen May 1897 to May 1901 Lydia, William , Luella..
Samuel, John.
Rev. Charles Linge
May 1901 to May 1904 Carl, Dena .
Rev. J. R. Nanninga
May 1904 to May 1909 Rinice , Edna, Ralph
attended school.
Anna Laura, Orville,
Bernard , Willard &
Margaret had not
reached school age.
May 1909 to May 1914
Rev. Andrew Mattill
May 1914 to May 1916 No family with him.
Rev. A. Brunner
Name of Pastor
Rev. Philip Fricker

I
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Period of
Name of Pastor
May 1916 to
Rev. John Haber
Rev, H. M. Schuerman May 1919 to
Rev. L. M. Nanninga May 1923 to

Names of Children
Service
May 1919 Elizabeth May.
May ' 1923 Clara E.
May 1927 Juanita, Kathryn,
Tjaart, Betty.

(In 1927 the parsonage was 'moved to Preston, Nebraska)
These names are included to make the list complete:
May 1927 to May 1929
May 1929 to May 1935
May 1935 to May __ _ _

Rev. C. E. Platz
Rev. F . B. Walters
Rev. w. E. Daeschner

Pastors of the German Evangelical Zion Church
(Lutheran)

This church and parsonage are located in Section 34,
Township 2, North, Range 17, one mile north and one-half
mile west of the school house.
Name of Pastor
Rev. Charles Bek ·

Period of Service
1886 to 1894

Rev. Jacob Ramser

1894 to 1903

Rev. Adam Koehler

190·3 to 1909

Rev. W. Kottich
Rev. H. Bailey

1909 to 1921
1921 to 1924

Rev. Hahs Kochheim
Rev. Askan Stueler
Rev. W . K. Schulz

1924 to 1927
1927 to 1929
Since 1929

Names of Children
Theodore, Christian,
Fred, John J ., Hugo,
Dora.
Walter , Dora, Hulda,
Rosa, Herman.
Olga, Theodore,
Emelie. Alexander.
Paul, Hans, Walter.
Hans, Hann1h, Elsie,
Bertha.
No children.
Eric.
Harold, Milton.

APPENDIX V
Superintendents of Schools
In Richardson County.

Prior to 1866-examinations of applicants for teacher's certificates were conducted by a board of County Examiners comprised of three members, authorized by law
to issue certificates to applicants who passed satisfactory
examinations in six subjects, namely: Orthography, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, English Grammar, and Geography, and who possessed a good moral character. The
County Examiners were elected every second year and re•
ceived $1.50 a day for time actually served.
Mr. Ed W. Hutchison and Stephen C. Massock are
known to have issued such certificates as early as December 11, 1860. No doubt certificates had been issued
previous to that date. Hutchison is said to have lived near
Falls City and Massock in Arago.
In October, 1866 Mr. G. R. Massalky was elected as
the first County Superintendent of schools in Richardson
County, but for some reason did not qualify and assume
the duties of the office.
Owing to his failure to qualify, William H . Mann,
County Clerk, acted as County Superintendent of schools
until the appointment of F. W. Williams on April 6, 1867.
Mr. Williams served until October, 1869 when he was succeeded by W. W . Abbey, the newly elected County Superintendent of Schools.
Mr. Abbey tendered his . resignation on March 29 ,
1870 but it was not accepted by the board of County Commissioners until May 3, 1870, at which time Mr. Don Lloyd
Wyman was appointed to fill the unexpired term.
In Octob er, 1870 Mr. F . W. Williams, who had previously served by appointment, was elected and served four
consecutive t erms, retiring in 1878.
At first the County Superintendents were paid a per
diam of $3.00. The salary for a number of years was less
than $100.00 per · year.
The next superintendent of schools in order and their
p·e riod of service are as follows:
Name
Period of
Stephen s. Jones - -- --- - -------- - ------- - ---- ------ - - 1878
Jacob Bailey ----- - - - ------ -- -- -- --- - - ------ -- - ------ - 1880
David D . Houtz - ----- -- --- - - - - - ---- ----- --- - ---- ----- 1882
John J. Faulkner ----- --- ------ - -- - --- - ---- ---- -~ -"" ~- 1886
Miles G. Jones - -- --- --- - -- -- - - - - - ---- -- ------- - --- --- 1888
C . C. Pool-- ---- -- - --- ---- - ---- -- - - - ---- - -- - --- - - --- - 1890
J . A. Kuhlman ----- --- -- -- - -- ----- - - --- - - -- - - ----- --- 1894

-
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Service

to 1880
to 1882
to 1886
to 1888
to 1890
to 1894
to 1896

)

APPENDIX VI
Name

Period of Service

C. w. Whitehead --- -- -------------- - ------ - ---------- 1896 to 1900
George w. Crocker--------------------- -------------- 1900 to 1904
T. J. Oliver--------------------------- - ------ -------- 1904 to 1916
Dan H . Weber _______________________ ______ __ 19-16 to July 1, 1922
at which time he re.«igned to accept a position as principal of the
North School in Falls City, Nebraska.
L. P . Grundy was appointed July 1, 1922 as successor to Mr. Weber
and served until January, 1935.
Mrs. Edith Greer succeeded Mr. Grundy in January, 1939, was reelected in 1940 and is the present incumbent.

First Public School in Richardson County, Nebraska

What is believed to have been the first public school
in Richardson County, Nebraska was established in the
fall of 1856 by the people of Archer, a now extinct village,
situated about three miles northeast of Falls City, Nebraska on the Half Breed Indian Reservation. They secured a
log house about 12 x 12, which stood 200 yards east of
Muddy Creek, and was once used by an early settler, as
a shanty, on his claim.
A Miss ........ Samuels was the first teacher -of this
school and is believed to have been the first public school
teacher within the county. This school was supported by
subscription, as no taxes were then levied for the supp or t
of public schools.
The first taxes levied within the county for the support of public schools was a one mill levy made by the
County Commissioners in 1861.
Soon after the establishment of the school at Archer,
schools were established at Rulo, Salem, Falls City and
Arago.
The first public school house erected in Richardson
County was built in 1857, in what is now District No . 85.
School District No. 2 was organized in the spriT\g of
1865. In 1868 it was divided into what are now designated
as Districts Nos. 50 and 51, respectively.
School District No. 3 was organized in 1866; and District No. 4 in 1867.
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